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Sidmouth  Urban  Dr.  H.  R.  A.  Michelmore,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.C.H. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  No.  2 Area  for  1971 


comprising 

Axminster  Rural,  Sidmouth  Urban, 
Honiton  Rural,  Honiton  Borough, 
Ottery  St.  Mary  Urban  and  Seaton  Urban 


This  is  the  fifteenth  Annual  Report  I have  presented.  I shall,  as  in  previous  years,  comment  on  services 
provided  in  the  area  by  the  County  Council  as  well  as  on  those  provided  by  the  District  Councils. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


1971 


Axminster 

Rural 

Sidmouth 

Urban 

Honiton 

Rural 

Honiton 

Borough 

Ottery 

St.  Mary 
Urban 

Seaton 

Urban 

Total 

Acute  encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Anthrax 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery  (amoebic 

or  bacillary) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning  (or 
suspected  food 

poisoning) 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

Infective  jaundice 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Leptospirosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

12 

2 

9 

95 

6 

0 

124 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Relapsing  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tetanus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

(non-respiratory) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

(respiratory) 

Typhoid  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough 

15 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

17 

28 

6 

11 

100 

6 

1 

152 

1 


Two  cases  of  malaria  in  children  were  notified  early  in  the  year.  They  had  both  acquired  the  infection  in 
East  Africa  and  obviously  had  not  been  taking  their  prophylactic  drugs.  For  residents  in,  or  travellers  to,  malarious 
areas,  the  importance  of  taking  such  drugs  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 

Immunisation 

The  percentage  of  children  in  Devon  immunised  against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus,  is  a little 
better  than  that  for  the  whole  country;  that  for  poliomyelitis  is  equal  to  it:  and  that  for  smallpox  a little  poorer. 

Food  Poisoning 


Th  ree  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  occurred,  of  which  two  were  confirmed.  These  two  were  a man 
and  his  wife  who  acquired  a Salmonella  enteritides  infection  while  on  holiday  in  Spain.  Negative  clearance  specimens 
were  eventually  obtained. 

There  were  a number  of  other  Salmonella  infections  which  could  not  be  labelled  food  poisoning.  Of  these 
two  were  Salmonella  dublin  infectious  in  infants,  one  of  four  months  and  one  of  nine  months.  The  source  of 
infection  was  not  discovered,  though  the  infant  of  four  months  lived  in  a farmhouse.  No  contacts  were  found 
infected. 


A farmer  and  his  wife  developed  Salmonella  typhimurium  infection,  and  this  organism  was  also  present  in 
animals  on  the  farm. 

In  addition  several  carriers  of  Salmonellae  who  came  into  the  area  were  followed  up  for  considerable  periods 
until  clear  of  infection. 

I am  notified,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  of  the  occurrence  in 
animals  of  infections  which  could  pass  to  humans.  There  were  seven  notifications  of  Salmonella  dublin  in  cattle  in 
1971.  None  of  these  infections  occurred  in  the  herd  of  a producer/retailer,  so  that  milk  supplies  were  not  endangered. 

Food  Hygiene 

Numerous  visits  were  paid  to  food  handling  premises  and  efforts  made  not  only  to  ensure  that  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  were  obeyed,  but  to  interest  personnel  and  the  public  in  the  reasons  behind  the  precautions 
taken.  While  the  standard  in  general  continues  to  rise  slowly,  it  is  still  very  necessary  that  proprietors  of  premises 
where  food  is  handled  should  look  at  their  arrangements  with  a critical  eye  and  check  them  regularly. 

It  is  emphasized  once  again  how  important  it  is  that  food  handling  staff  should  not  continue  to  work  while 
suffering  from  gastro  intestinal  illness,  nor  should  food  handlers  who  are  contacts  of  people  with  such  upsets  continue 
at  work.  Persons  in  charge  of  premises  where  food  is  handled  are  responsible  for  seeing  that  this  rule  is  enforced. 

There  has  been  some  public  discussion  lately  about  the  rather  high  level  of  food  poisoning  occurring  in 
hospitals.  I am  happy  to  say  that  food  poisoning  has  never  been  recorded  in  any  of  the  four  hospitals  in  this  area. 

Tuberculosis 

Four  cases  (two  respiratory)  were  confirmed.  Both  respiratory  cases  were  males,  aged  42  and  62 
respectively.  One  male  and  one  female  respiratory  case  moved  into  the  area  from  other  parts  of  the  country. 

One  case  of  tuberculosis  occurred  in  an  employee  at  a factory,  and  63  contacts  were  X-rayed,  all  of  whom 
were  found  to  be  clear  of  infection. 
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B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  offered  to  children  in  all  schools,  both  State  and  private, 
throughout  the  area,  and  those  found  to  be  Heaf  test  negative  are  vaccinated.  Figures  for  these  tests  and  subse- 
quent vaccinations  are  shown  below: 


Children  in  appropriate  age  groups 620 

Children  whose  parents  gave  consent  592 

Children  Heaf  tested 558 

Children  Heaf  negative 512 

Children  Heaf  positive  38 

Children  given  B.C.G 514 


Most  of  the  children  on  the  school  rolls  for  whom  consent  for  Heaf  testing  was  not  received  were  not 
actual  refusals,  and  will  be  dealt  with  next  year.  Of  the  38  children  who  were  positive  to  the  Heaf  test,  26  were 
positive  because  they  had  had  B.C.G.  on  some  previous  occasion.  There  were  thus  12  new  positives,  of  which 
seven  were  Grade  I’s  and  Grade  Il’s,  the  significance  ot  which  is  rather  doubtful,  and  which  are  under  the  new 
instructions  treated  as  negative,  and  were  given  B.C.G. 

The  percentage  of  new  positives,  taking  the  Grade  I’s  and  II’s  as  negative,  is  thus  5 in  558,  or  .9%.  This 
is  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded  in  the  area  and  must  be  amongst  the  lowest  in  the  country. 

Psittacosis 


A man  living  in  South  Devon  developed  psittacosis.  It  was  found  that  he  had  purchased  a parrot  from 
a bird  farm  in  this  area  and  that  the  parrot  had  the  disease.  A check  at  the  bird  farm  showed  that  all  the  parrots 
in  this  group  had  died  and  that  none  was  available  for  examination.  A bird  which  had  been  in  contact  with 
this  group  was  found  not  to  be  infected.  Investigations  were  also  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  the  area  from  whence  these  birds  had  come. 

Brucellosis 

The  figures  for  the  current  year  from  the  producer/ retailer  sampling  scheme,  which  I arranged  with  the 
N.A.A.S.  in  1967,  and  the  corresponding  County  sampling  figures  are  shown  below: 


No.  of  farms 

Negative 

Milk  Ring 

Culturally 

No.  of  farms 

from  which 
samples  taken 

Samples 

Test 

Positive 

Positive 

from  which 
Positive 
cultures  came 

N.A.A.S. 

sampling 

74 

234 

25 

12 

7 

County 

sampling 

19 

56 

3 

- 

- 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  all  cases  where  there  was  a positive  culture,  and  no  human  cases  have 
been  reported  from  these  sources. 

Two  cases  of  frank  Brucellosis,  both  in  farmers,  neither  of  whom  was  a producer/ retailer,  occurred  and  a 
veterinary  surgeon  was  also  reported  to  be  infected  although  in  his  case  this  may  have  been  the  lighting  up  of  a 
previous  infection.  There  were  other  cases  in  which  Brucellosis  may  have  been  a factor. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  681  cases  of  Brucellosis  were  diagnosed  in  England  in  1971,  and  of  these  70 
occurred  in  the  south  west. 
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Anthrax 


Under  the  provision  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  1950  — Anthrax  Order  1938 
Only  one  case  occurred  during  the  year.  There  was  no  spread  to  humans. 


Hand,  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

A few  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  but  nothing  to  compare  with  the  epidemic  of  the  previous  year. 
Influenza 

Several  discussions  were  held  with  Dr.  Hart,  the  Virologist  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Dr.  Lyons, 
the  County  M.O.H.,  and  others,  to  consider  instituting  a scheme  of  influenza  surveillance.  In  this  scheme  we  were 
required  to  provide  absence  figures  for  all  schools  and  from  two  large  employers  of  labour,  and  also  to  provide 
copies  of  Death  Returns  for  the  area.  We  agreed  that  this  scheme  would  begin  in  January  1972. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 

When  completed  by  the  medical  practitioners  these  certificates  must  be  authenticated  by  the  local  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Number  authenticated  during  the  year  is  shown  below: 


Smallpox 

T.A.B. 

T.A.B. /T. 

Cholera 

Sundry 

Exemptions 

Total 

January 

141 

4 

1 

17 

3 

1 

167 

February 

16 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

29 

March 

30 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

42 

April 

46 

1 

0 

18 

0 

0 

65 

May 

41 

2 

0 

14 

0 

0 

57 

June 

57 

32 

0 

52 

0 

0 

141 

July 

77 

11 

0 

58 

0 

0 

146 

August 

56 

2 

0 

69 

0 

0 

127 

September 

71 

4 

2 

93 

0 

1 

171 

October 

52 

2 

0 

92 

0 

2 

148 

November 

48 

0 

0 

53 

0 

2 

103 

December 

24 

1 

1 

39 

0 

0 

65 

659 

59 

4 

530 

3 

6 

1261 

The  W.H.O.  “Vaccination  Certificate  Requirements  for  International  Travel”  is  kept  in  this  office  together 
with  current  amendments.  The  W.H.O.  weekly  notification  of  infectious  diseases  throughout  the  world  is  also  kept, 
and  this  together  with  a number  of  other  sources  of  information  enables  a fair  picture  of  what  innoculations  are 
required  and  what  are  likely  to  be  required  in  any  country.  Advice  can  also  be  given  on  health  precautions  to  be 
taken  in  various  countries. 

Cancer 

Once  again  no  upward  trend  in  the  figures  for  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchus  can  be  detected. 
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Lungs  and  Bronchus  All  Types  including  Lungs  and  Bronchus 


1965  1966  1967  1968  1969 

1970 

1971 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Axminster  Rural 
9 12 

— Population  15,150 
8 10  11 

8 

7 

41 

39 

41 

52 

42 

37 

44 

Sidmouth  Urban 
6 7 

— Population  11,610 
19  5 10 

11 

9 

34 

45 

67 

54 

47 

53 

51 

Honiton  Rural  - 

2 6 

• Population  7,61 0 

0 2 5 

7 

2 

14 

20 

10 

14 

16 

19 

10 

Honiton  Borough  — Population  4,940 
0 12  0 2 

2 

6 

10 

10 

9 

7 

8 

10 

15 

Ottery  St.  Mary  Urban  — Population  5,890 
12  14  2 3 

3 

10 

14 

6 

16 

19 

6 

15 

Seaton  Urban  — 

4 3 

Population  4,170 

1 3 4 

5 

6 

16 

20 

14 

11 

20 

16 

24 

22  31 

31  24  34 

36 

33 

125 

148 

147 

154 

152 

141 

159 

_ . 





Welfare  of  Old  People 

No  action  was  required  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47,  but  many  visits  were  paid  to 
elderly  persons  suspected  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

The  various  voluntary  associations  do  sterling  work  and  their  activities  become  ever  more  necessary  as  the 
statutory  bodies  can  never  hope  to  cope  with  the  needs  of  the  elderly. 

Sidmouth  Survey 

In  1965  a pilot  survey  into  the  situation  and  needs  of  the  older  residents  in  Sidmouth  was  under- 
taken. The  results  were  encouraging  and  indicated  that  a larger  survey,  still  using  volunteer  interviewers,  would  be 
usefully  undertaken  and  would  be  likely  to  produce  information  which  would  assist  voluntary  and  statutory 
organisations  in  making  the  best  use  of  their  resources.  A considerable  number  of  bodies  and  individuals  expressed 
interest  in  such  a definitive  survey,  and  it  was  indicated  that  assistance  would  be  forthcoming  from  a number  of 
quarters.  After  considerable  preliminary  work  it  wa--  decided  that  using  volunteers  from  the  Sidmouth  Council  of 
Service  and  personnel  from  the  Social  Services  and  Public  Health  Department,  with  the  assist.ince  of  the  Institute 
of  Biometry  in  Exeter  for  statistical  work,  that  the  survey  would  begin  in  early  1972. 

The  Meals-on-Wheels  service  in  Axminster,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Seaton  and  Sidmouth  continues  to 
be  much  needed  and  much  appreciated.  In  the  Axminster  area,  4,318  meals  were  served;  in  the  Sidmouth  area 
4,680  (1,121  meals  were  also  supplied  to  Newton  Popnleford);  in  the  Honiton  area  5,582;  in  the  Ottery  St.  Mary 
area  2,861;  and  in  the  Seaton  area  2,492. 

The  Luncheon  Club,  under  the  aegis  of  the  Sidmouth  Council  of  Service,  is  an  extension  of  the  Meals-on- 
Wheels  idea,  and  is  very  popular. 

The  full-time  Chiropodists  held  clinics  at  Axminster,  Beer,  Branscombe,  Colyton,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary, 
Seaton  and  Sidmouth  throughout  the  year. 
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Hospitals 


There  are  four  hospitals  in  the  area  — 

(1)  Axminster  Accommodation  is  as  follows: 

surgical  cases  including  one  private  and  one  amenity  bed. 

(2)  Honiton  Accommodation  is  as  follows: 

sick,  10  maternity  and  16  acute  medical  and  minor  surgical. 

(3)  Ottery  St.  Mary  Accommodation  is  as  follows: 

medical  and  minor  surgical  including  two  amenity  beds. 

(4)  Sidmouth  Accommodation  is  as  follows: 

28  general. 


30  beds  for  general  medical  and  minor 


119  beds  in  all.  93  geriatric  and  chronic 


23  beds  in  all.  4 chronic  sick  and  19  general 


34  beds  in  all.  4 maternity,  2 private  and 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  from  the  area  go  to  Whipton  Hospital.  The  resident  physician  and  his  staff  have 
been  most  helpful  at  all  times. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Co-operation  between  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Exeter  and  the  Public  Health  Department 
has  been  close. 


Child  Health  Clinics 

Child  Health  Clinics  are  held  at  Axminster,  Colyton,  Honiton,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Seaton,  Sidford  and 
Sidmouth.  The  number  of  sessions  held  and  the  attendances  were  as  follows: 

Axminster 

Number  of  sessions  held  — 52 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  — 419 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  — 152 


Colyton 

Number  of  sessions  held  — 23 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  — 126 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  — 158 

Honiton 

Number  of  sessions  held  — 52 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  — 857 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  — 310 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Number  of  sessions  held  — 52 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  — 1685 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  — 653 
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Seaton 


Number  of  sessions  held  — 52 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  — 108 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  — 136 

Sidford 

Number  of  sessions  held  — 51 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies)  — 902 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers)  — 530 

Water  Supplies 

The  East  Devon  Water  Board  continues  to  extend  and  improve  its  system.  The  Health  Inspectors  have 
commented  on  the  situation  with  regard  to  water  supplies  in  their  individual  areas. 

No  water-borne  disease  has  occurred.  Samples  from  the  East  Devon  Water  Board’s  supplies  are  examined 
chemically  by  the  Board’s  chemist  and  bacteriologist,  and  while  bacteriological  examinations  are  done  by  him 
according  to  a sampling  scheme  in  conformity  with  the  World  Health  Organisation  recommendations,  samples  are 
also  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  independent  assessment.  Water  Board  personnel  are 
medically  examined  on  appointment,  and  in  the  case  of  all  outdoor  staff  a Widal  test  is  included.  This  is  repeated 
at  intervals,  but  as  a routine  precaution  all  medical  cci  tifu  ates  for  such  persons  are  scrutinised  by  the  M.O.H.,  who 
is  also  M.O.  to  the  Board,  and  where  there  is  any  indication  of  gastro-intestinal  upset  or  other  suspicious  symptom 
further  enquiries  are  made. 

Outworkers 


Under  the  provisions  relating  to  the  Outworkers  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  it  is  necessary  for  Councils 
in  whose  area  there  are  factories  or  other  establishments  employing  Outworkers  to  inform  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  district  where  the  Outworkers  live  of  the  fact  of  their  employment. 

The  number  of  Outworkers  seems  to  be  declining.  No  problem  has  arisen  in  connection  with  such  employ- 
ment during  the  year. 

Mass  Radiography 

The  service  continued  to  run  fortnightly  sessions  in  Honiton  and  Sidmouth.  The  numbers  examined  and 
the  conditions  found  are  shown  in  the  table  below.  OI  the  total  of  862  persons  examined.  275  were  referred  by 
general  pracf  tinners. 


Total  number  examined  862 

Males 425 

Females 4 17 

Conditions  found: 

Active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  I 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 4 

Bronchial  Carcinoma  1 

Goitre  1 

Pericardial  Cyst  1 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion  10 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  8 

Dorsal  Scoliosis  3 

Pleural  Thickening  2 

Lymphadenopathy  2 

Hiatus  Hernia 1 
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General 


The  boundaries  of  the  new  district  authority  in  this  area  now  seem  settled  but  the  administration  and 
deployment  of  the  health  inspectorate  remain  under  discussion.  In  my  view  there  should  be  a Chief  Health 
Inspector,  and  deputy,  with  chief  officer  status,  and  direct  access  to  the  District  Council.  In  view  of  the  size  of  the 
area  there  should  also  be  divisional  inspectors,  the  area  being  divided  into  a small  number,  say,  three  divisions.  The 
rest  of  the  staff  should  be  distributed  according  to  population  and  special  need. 

The  emphasis  on  administration  and  management  in  all  the  talks  on  re-organisation  appears  to  have  obscured 
certain  essential  functions  of  any  public  health  service.  The  control  of  communicable  disease,  for  instan>-e,  has 
scarcely  been  mentioned  at  all  either  as  a function  of  the  local  authority  or  the  area  health  authority.  As  an  example, 
the  control  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  or  typhoid  fever  might  take  up  for  a period  the  entire  time  of  the  health 
inspectorate  and  would  require  the  closest  co-operation  between  the  inspectorate  and  the  community  physician 
appointed  as  epidemiologist,  yet  nothing  in  the  official  documents  which  I have  seen  gives  any  guidance  on  this  matter. 

There  is  also  the  considerable  problem  of  food  hygiene,  food  poisoning,  and  outbreaks  of  disease  in  animals 
which  may  be  transmitted  to  human  beings,  where  similar  co-operation  would  be  essential.  These  also  have  received 
no  attention.  Furthermore,  with  regard  to  water  supplies,  who  is  going  to  check  water  sampling  results,  oversee  the 
health  of  personnel  engaged  in  handling  water  supplies,  and  be  available  to  give  advice  from  the  preventive  medical 
standpoint  on  such  supplies? 

On  the  purely  area  health  authority  side  it  does  appear,  as  I predicted  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  that  the 
hospital  service  will  be  given  undue  prominence.  The  life-saving  role  of  the  hospital  looms  large  in  the  public  eye  and 
the  prevention  of  disease  carries  no  glamour,  yet  the  hospital  helps  individuals  and  does  little  to  improve  community 
health,  whereas  the  role  of  the  preventive  services  is  large  and  these  services  may  indeed  be  responsible  for  the 
prevention  of  community  disruption.  It  is  quite  obvious  from  the  standpoint  of  community  health  that  the  preventive 
services  with  the  general  practitioners,  health  centres,  and  the  cottage  hospitals,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  far  and  away 
the  most  important  part  of  any  health  service,  but  such  recognition  seems  to  be  a long  time  in  coming. 


R.  C.  MACLEOD, 
Medical  Olf  cer  of  Health 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Number  of  Parishes  . 
Rateable  Value  ..  . 
Penny  Rate  Produces 
General  Rate  Levied  , 


50,753  acres 
15,150 
14 

;C597,071 

;C5,616 

70.5p 


Deaths 


1970  97  males,  80  females  177 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 12.00 

Comparability  factor  0.78 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  9.4 

1971  1 07  males,  82  females  189 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.5 

Comparability  factor  0.78 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  9.8 


Live  Births 


1970  86  males,  91  females  177 

8 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of 177 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 12.00 

Comparability  factor  1.31 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.00 

1971  90  males,  82  females  172 

10  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of 172 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 11.4 

Comparability  factor  1.31 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  14.9 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  6.00 


Still  Births 


1970  4 stillbirths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  4 

Total  live  and  still  births  181 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  22.00 

1971  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  173 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 6.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


1970  5 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  28.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  24.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 125.00 

1971  3 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  17.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 100.00 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  17.00 

Maternal  deaths  0 

1971  3 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  17.00 

Maternal  deaths  0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 


1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  3 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 17.00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  39.00 

1971  3 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  3 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 17.00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  23.00 


Deaths 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 


Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 3 

Leukaemia 1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  14 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  2 

Diabetes  mellitus 2 

Other  endocrine,  etc.  diseases 3 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 3 

Hypertensive  disease  6 
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Ischaemic  heart  disease 42 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  10 

Cerebrovascular  disease 37 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  10 

Pneumonia 8 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  5 

Peptic  ulcer  1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  2 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 1 

Congenital  anomalies  1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc 2 

Svmptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 

All  other  accidents  3 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 4 

189 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water  Supplies 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  number  of  hereditaments  in  the  area  supplied  from  various  sources  is  as 
follows:  — 


East  Devon  Water  Board 

Private  Water  Undertakings 

Own  Sources 

Parish 

Private 

Council 

Agric., 
Commercial 
and  others 

Private 

Council 

Agric., 
Commercial 
and  others 

Private 

Council 

Agric., 
Commercial 
and  others 

Axminster 

1013 

560 

222 

66 

132 

Axmouth 

2 

10 

103 

37 

7 

34 

13 

Beer 

370 

130 

73 

14 

38 

Chardstock 

244 

72 

65 

77 

39 

Combpyne/ 

Rousdon 

42 

6 

11 

2 

3 

18 

13 

Colyton 

561 

182 

94 

35 

50 

Dalwood 

55 

16 

25 

24 

27 

Hawkchurch 

75 

19 

27 

34 

2 

20 

Kilmington 

199 

57 

22 

18 

26 

Membury 

44 

14 

20 

56 

4 

55 

Musbury 

95 

49 

25 

24 

15 

Shute 

101 

51 

28 

28 

14 

Stockland 

83 

16 

40 

58 

50 

Uplyme 

402 

53 

50 

75 

1 

9 

Totals 

3286 

1225 

712 

105 

37 

10 

561 

7 

501 

Private  Houses  3952 

Council  Houses  1269 

Agricultural,  Commercial  and  Others  1223 

Final  Total 6444 


Public  Water  Undertakings 

East  Devon  Water  Board 

Water  sources  and  supplies  controlled  by  this  Undertaking  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained  both 
in  quality  and  quantity. 
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Private  Water  Undertakings,  etc. 


(a)  Axmouth  Supply  (old  Stedcombe  Estate) 

This  supply  remains  most  satisfactory  and  the  routine  sampling  still  indicates  a Class  I supply. 

(b)  Combpyne  Supply 

This  supply  has  improved,  although  at  times  it  is  still  subject  to  a small  degree  of  pollution  but 
is  of  a reasonable  standard  for  a rural  supply.  The  number  of  consumers  has  dropped  dramatically,  and  conse- 
quently the  supply  from  the  springs  is  adequate  for  the  demand.  The  improvement  shown  in  the  sampling  over 
the  last  two  years  is  noted. 

(c)  Private  Individual  Supplies 

Wells  and  springs  supply  about  17%  of  properties  and  most  of  these  supplies  were  originally 
installed  for  acricultural  use.  These  supplies  on  farms  and  holdings,  used  both  for  agricultural  and  domestic 
purposes  should  be  constantly  watched  and  inspected  by  their  users  so  that  there  is  a continuing  appraisal  of 
their  condition.  It  is  so  simple  to  pollute  one’s  own  supply  by  careless  storage  of  manures,  stocking  of  animals, 
farm  drainage,  and  by  many  other  means. 

Sewerage 


The  Axmouth  scheme  has  been  started  and  should  be  completed  by  the  early  months  of  1972.  The  next 
priorities  are  the  Colyton  and  Axminster  (Phase  II)  schemes,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  started  in  1972. 
There  is  a desperate  need  for  these  to  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible,  especially  the  latter,  which  would  make 
provision  for  the  eventual  drainage  of  the  Raymonds  Hill  area. 

The  future  overburdening  of  treatment  works  in  the  smaller  villages  (through  growth  of  housing,  etc.) 
is  a possibility  that  cannot  be  dismissed  lightly  and  should  be  the  subject  of  yearly  appraisal. 

Through  the  increase  of  effluent  into  soakaways  resulting  from  improved  or  additional  items  of  sanitary 
and  kitchen  fitments,  individual  drainage  problems  continue  to  occur.  The  malfunctioning  of  a septic  tank  to  a 
fairly  new  property  provided  an  interesting  occurrence.  The  system  was  smelling  badly.  Eventually  the  cause  was 
traced  to  the  pouring  away  of  the  spent  products  and  residues  of  home-made  wine  and  beer  into  the  drainage 
system,  causing  excess  fermentation  within  the  septic  tank,  which  then  eventually  vented  back  to  the  house. 

Public  Conveniences 


The  proposed  new  conveniences  at  Beer  should  start  next  year.  The  existing  ones  at  Axminster,  Beer  and 
Colyton  are  suitably  maintained  especially  if  used  properly.  It  is  distressing  to  note  that  60%  of  maintenance 
costs  are  due  entirely  to  vandalism. 

General  Inspection  and  Visits 


General  Sanitation 

Water  Supply 11 

Drainage  186 

Stables,  Piggeries  and  Cow  Stalls 9 

Offensive  Trades 100 

Caravan  Sites  217 
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General  Snnitation  (Cont...) 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 120 

Litter  29 

Factories  and  Workshops  23 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 3 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967  66 

Refuse  Collection 121 

Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act)  114 

Refuse  Disposal  195 

Public  Conveniences  6 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 1 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 42 

Petroleum  — Inspections  and  Visits 18 

Explosives  — Visits  2 

Pet  Shops  2 

Noise 33 

Clean  Air  4 

Housing 

Housing  Acts 

Number  of  houses  inspected  4 

Visits  Paid 90 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 

Visits  paid 2 

Infectious  Diseases 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases  5 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits  15 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Inspection  of  Meat 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  6 

Total  Meat  Inspection  visits  91 

Knackers  Yard  28 

Meat  Sterilization  Regulations  1969  13 

Visits  in  connection  with: 

Water  Sampling  26 

Condemnation  of  food 11 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 7 

Milk  Sampling 5 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 

1.  Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16: 

Number  in 
Area 


(a)  Manufacture  of  Sausages  10 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  only  (pre-packed)  76 

(c)  Fish  Frying 2 


2.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  form  any  food  guild  within  the  area. 


Number  of 
Inspections 

14 

2 

3 


3.  Disposal  of  condemned  foods: 

(a)  Tinned  Food  Controlled  tipping 

(b)  Meat By  sterilization 

During  the  year  40  lbs.  of  various  tinned  meats  was  condemned,  also  the  contents  ut  four  deep 
freezers  involving  495  items  of  frozen  food  from  Grocers,  and  Ice  Cream,  etc.  from  a wholesale  Ice  Cream  distributor. 
Total  approximate  value  /(355.64. 


The  reason  for  the  frozen  food  condemnations  was  the  mechanical  breakdown  of  the  freezing  instal- 
lations. Naturally,  no  foods  should  be  re-frozen. 


4.  No  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  as  no  Ice 
Cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district. 


5.  Number  of  Food  Premises  — 


Type 

Number 
in  Area 

Fitted  to 
comply 
with 

Reg.  1 8 

Reg.  21 
applies 

Fitted  to 
comply 
with 

Reg.  21 

Number  of 
Inspections 

(a) 

Bakeries 

4 

4 

4 

4 

10 

(b) 

Beach  Stalls  

4 

4 

3 

3 

8 

(c) 

Butchers 

11 

11 

11 

11 

14 

(d) 

Canteens  (Works  and  School)  26 

25 

26 

26 

5 

(e) 

Clubs,  Licensed  premises. 
Hotels  

55 

42 

53 

53 

18 

(f) 

Confectioners 

13 

13 

- 

- 

1 

(g) 

Milk  Distributors,  Dairies 

26 

22 

6 

6 

28 

(h) 

Fishmongers,  Poulterers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

(i) 

Greengrocers,  Fruiterers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

2 

U) 

Grocers 

51 

47 

33 

33 

22 

(k) 

Market  Stalls  

5 

- 

- 

- 

80 

(1) 

Pannier  Market  

1 

- 

- 

- 

23 

(m) 

Restaurants,  Cafes  ..  .. 

24 

24 

24 

24 

11 

(n) 

Residential  Institutions  .. 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

15 


Food  Poisoning 


There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

There  are  34  delivery  vehicles  and  mobile  stalls  operating  from  premises  in  the  area.  Sixteen  inspections 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963 

Slaughtering  continued  at  Axminster.  Twelve  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  district  under  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1958.  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  and  all  meat  stamped  as  laid  down  in  the 
Regulations. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 

Sheep 

Cattle  and  Lambs  Pigs  Calves 

Number  inspected  122  487  8 

All  Disease  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was 

condemned  11 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis  ..  9%  . . . 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was 

condemned  

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  ..  ..  - 

Cystericosis 


Food  Complaints 

There  are  always  many  varied  complaints  and  enquiries,  and  these  were  dealt  with  informally,  although  it 
was  made  clear  in  some  cases  that  any  future  complaints  would  result  in  Statutory  Action  being  taken.  Some  of  the 
cases  encountered  concerned  — 

(a)  Keeping  quality  of  clotted  cream 

(b)  Condition  of  bottled  fish  paste.  These  cases  throw  up  the  problem  of  handling  and  storing  goods 
between  the  time  of  buying  and  of  opening  for  consumption.  The  rear  window  ledge  of  a car  is  no  place 
for  food  on  a hot  summer  day! 

(c)  A rubber  glove  in  a tin  of  pimentoes.  Inefficient  supervision  of  production  or  indictiveness  to 
management? 
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(d)  Dirty  milk  bottles.  Ineffective  “spotting”  at  Depot  coupled  with  misuse  of  bottle  by  some 
customer.  The  bottle  had  been  sterilized  but  not  thoroughly  cleansed. 

(e)  Potato  Crisps.  This  was  a complaint  of  “blue”  crisps,  thought  by  complainant  to  come  from 
coloured  stock  feed  potatoes.  Enquiry  revealed  that  the  colour  was  due  to  the  presence  of  a natural  pig- 
ment - “Anthocyanin”  - which  is  produced  in  a small  percentage  of  potatoes  when  the  tuber  is  exposed 
to  sunlight  whilst  still  attached  to  the  parent  plant. 

(f)  Staleness  of  Bread  and  Cakes.  Always  a problem  with  any  “sale  or  return”  system  by  van  sales. 
The  fault  lay  with  the  supervision  and  need  religiously  to  ensure  that  those  goods  returned  are  placed  in 
a separate  room  or  area  from  the  fresh  goods  going  out  next  day. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

During  the  year  the  licence  holder  ceased  to  operate  and  the  plant  was  closed  down. 

Meat  Sterilization  Regulations  1969 

Animal  By-Products 

Visits  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

One  Pet  Shop  is  licensed  for  the  sale  of  birds,  fish  and  small  mammals. 

Transmissible  Diseases 

Owners  of  all  types  of  animals  and  pets  should  always  be  aware  of  the  possibility  of  disease  that  may  be 
transmissible  to  man.  Psittacosis  from  certain  birds  and  salmonella  infections  from  many  types  of  animals  (even 
tortoises!)  spring  readily  to  mind. 

Visits  were  made  and  advice  given  to  those  persons  connected  with  farming  when  salmonella  dublin  was 
isolated  in  the  foetus  of  cows. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  1963 

One  establishment  has  been  re-licensed,  providing  adequate  and  satisfactory  accommodation  for  the 
boarding  of  36  dogs  and  14  cats.  Re-visits  have  shown  that  it  has  been  maintained  and  well  run. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  — Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  following  premises  were  inspected  — 


Local  Authority  21 

Dwelling  Houses  (including  Council  Houses) 137 

All  other  (including  Business  Premises)  24 

Agricultural  35 


Due  to  staffing  problems,  the  normal  test  baiting  and  maintenance  treatments  to  sewers  could  not  be 
achieved.  However,  all  urgent  and  necessary  treatments  to  all  properties  were  maintained,  and  there  is  no  evidence 
of  any  “build-up”  of  infestations. 
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The  excellent  weather  of  the  summer  caused  an  increase  in  enquiries  concerning  bees,  wasps,  hornets,  moles, 
squirrels  and  cluster  flies,  most  of  which  are  to  be  expected  when  living  in  the  country.  Every  spring  and  autumn 
cluster  flies  gather  in  a few  buildings  where  they  infuriate  the  human  inhabitants.  When  the  middle  of  the  day  is 
warm  and  the  evenings  are  a lot  cooler,  they  cluster  in  the  roof  spaces  or  bask  in  the  sunlight  on  west-facing  walls. 
They  are  a regular  seasonal  problem  and  can  only  be  overcome  by  systematic  treatment  usually  by  specialist  firms. 
There  is  nothing  one  can  do  to  prevent  breeding. 


Factories  Act  1961 


Number  on 

Premises  Register 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  4 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  70 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  3 


Number  of 
Inspections 


Number  of 
written 
notices 


2 

18 

3 


Totals  77 


23 


Sections  133  and  134  — Outwork 

Section  133  Section  134 


No.  of 

No.  of 
cases  of 

outworkers 

default 

in  August 

in 

list  re- 

sending 

quired  by 

lists 

Section  133 

to  the 

Nature  of  Work 

(1)  (c) 

Council 

Brush  Manufacturers 

2 

- 

Fancy  Goods 

1 

- 

No.  of 

prosecu- 

No. of 

tions  for 

instances 

failure 

of  work 

to 

in  un- 

supply 

wholesome 

Notices 

Prosecu 

lists 

premises 

served 

tions 
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offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


Table  A — Registration  and  General  Inspections  — 


Totals  4 

124 

23 

Offices  

4 

33 

4 

Retail  Shops  

70 

17 

Wholesale  shops.  Warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open 

3 

1 

to  the  public,  canteens 

, 

17 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

, 

1 

- 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 

Total  number 

Number  of 

premises 

of  registered 

registered 

registered 

premises  at 

premises 

during  the 
year 

end  of  year 

receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Table  B — Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  — 45 


Table  C — Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 
Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 


(1) 


(2) 


Offices  207 

Retail  Shops  294 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses  21 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  97 

Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 7 

Total  626 


Total  Males  272 

Total  Females  354 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  replacement  of  old  machines  has  had  a marked  effect  on  the  running  costs,  which  is  pleasing.  This 
sensible  policy  has  resulted  in  an  order  being  placed  for  a further  new  vehicle.  The  Transport  Regulations  will 
affect  refuse  vehicles  as  from  April  1972,  and  consequently  the  maintenance,  repairs  and  procedures  caused  by 
these  Regulations  will  show  a marked  increase  in  future  costing. 

Tolcis  Quarry  has  been  obtained.  A portion  has  been  prepared  for  disposal  purposes  and  is  found  to  be 
satisfactory  considering  working  conditions.  The  volume  of  refuse  continues  to  increase  yearly. 

The  new  Depot  at  Millwey  Rise  was  completed  and  is  now  occupied  and  running  smoothly. 
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Litter  Act  1958 


The  service  of  twice  weekly  emptying  of  litter  receptacles  from  May  to  October  was  continued. 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1967 

Work  under  this  Act  has  increased  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  do  so.  Most  of  the  work  was  on  an 
informal  basis  producing  the  desired  results,  with  the  exception  of  two  cases  where  informal  action  had  to  be  taken. 

Housing  Acts  1957  and  1969 


Dwelling  houses  informally  demolished  10 

Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice  7 

Closing  Orders  made  5 

Undertakings  completed  4 


It  may  be  opportune  to  draw  attention  to  Section  29  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1961,  which  provides 
powers  for  Local  Authorities  in  relation  to  demolition.  Briefly  this  section  indicates  that  with  certain  exceptions 
no  person  shall  undertake  a demolition  to  which  this  section  applies  unless  a Notice  specifying  the  building  and 
works  of  demolition  indicated  to  be  carried  out  has  been  given  to  the  Local  Authority.  Persons  informally 
demolishing  dwellings  should  take  note,  for  contravention  is  liable  to  penalty. 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

Certain  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out  as  necessary  and  action  taken. 

During  the  year  520  official  searches  were  made  and  22  properties  were  revealed  in  the  lower  categories. 
Owners  availed  themselves  of  this  information  to  carry  out  remedial  measures,  often  by  use  of  Improvement 
Grants,  and  consequently  the  properties  were  re-categorised. 

Housing 

Private 


The  Surveyor  reported  that  76  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year. 


Council 


The  Ho  ising  Manager  reported  that  the  total  number  of  dwellings  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
1,269.  All  Council  owned  properties  have  flush  drainage  and  piped  water  supplies  from  the  mains  with  the 
exception  of  seven  dwellings  fed  from  private  sources. 


Modernisation  schemes  have  continued  in  various  parts  of  the  district  and  only  75  of  the  349 
pre-war  houses  remain  to  be  improved  by  the  Council,  and  the  majority  of  these  have  unit  heaters  installed  by  the 
tenants. 


There  are  eight  Grouped  Dwelling  Schemes,  each  with  a resident  Warden,  providing 
accommodation  for  aged  persons.  In  view  of  the  increasing  demand  for  housing  the  elderly,  who  constitute  over 
30  per  cent  of  applicants  registered,  a programme  for  the  conversion  of  large  pre-war  parlour  type  Council 
houses  into  self-contained  flats  is  in  operation. 

Currently  the  building  scheduled  for  completion  in  1972  will  include  a large  proportion  of  one 
and  two  bedroom  flats  to  provide  suitable  dwellings  for  single  persons  and  relieve  the  under-occupation  of 
existing  houses. 
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Improvement  Grants 


During  the  year  forty-eight  Grants  were  approved,  comprising  twelve  Discretionary  and  thirty- 
six  Standard,  involving  grant  aid  of  £\2fil^.  The  total  number  of  Grants  given  and  approved  was  now  663,  and 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  ;(^145,000  worth  of  Improvement  Grants  have  been  issued,  which  is  most 
creditable  by  assisting  the  condition  of  general  housing  stock  within  the  district. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 
Public  Health  Act  1936 

In  1971  there  were  at  peak  of  season  in  use: 


Residential  Caravans 15 

Static  Holiday  Caravans  422 

Touring  Caravans  77 

Organised  Tents  33 

Casual  Tents  118 

Motorised  — e.g.  Dormobiles 6 

Holiday  Chalet  1 


There  are  four  main  licensed  caravan  sites  and  two  camping  sites  within  the  district  which  are 
regularly  inspected.  There  is  also  one  small  residential  site.  Two  touring  caravan  sites  have  been  approved  but  are 
not  yet  in  operation. 

Furthermore,  there  are  eight  sites  possessing  Exemption  Certificates  under  Paragraph  5 issued  by 
the  Caravan  Club  and  the  Camping  Club.  Whenever  inspections  were  carried  out  these  sites  were  found  to  be 
operating  satisfactorily. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964 

There  is  one  dealer  operating  from  a store  and  one  itinerant  collector  registered  under  the  above  Act. 
Explosives 

The  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the  Explosives  Acts  1875  and  1923  was  carried  out. 


The  number  licensed  was  — 

(a)  for  the  keeping  of  Mixed  Explosives  7 

(b)  for  the  keeping  of  Cartridges  3 


Petroleum 


Petroleum  (Mixtures)  Order  1929 
Petroleum  (Regulations)  Act  1928  and  1936 

The  inspections  and  annual  licensing  of  all  statutory  installations  covering  61  storage  sites  for 
petrol  and  13  petroleum  mixtures,  were  dealt  with. 


21 


General  Remarks 


I hope  that  the  pressures  necessary  to  improve  the  environment  will  remain  a continuing  and  growing 
constituent  of  our  day-to-day  mode  of  living.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  industry  will  have  to  come  to  terms 
with  society,  and  society  will  certainly  have  to  come  to  terms  with  its  own  contradictions. 


L.  H.  WHITE,  M.R.S.H. 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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SIDMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Rateable  Value  ..  . 
Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied  . 


1 1 ,475  acres 
11,610 
£674,677 
£6,488 
76. 5p 


Deaths 


1970  132  males,  1 15  females 247 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  19.8 

Comparability  factor  0.42 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8.3 

1971  108  males,  104  females 212 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  18.3 

Comparability  factor  0.42 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  7.7 


Live  Births 


1970  42  males,  46  females  88 

8 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of 88 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 7.00 

Comparability  factor  2.08 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  14.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  9.00 

1971  51  males,  58  females  109 

8 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of 109 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 9.4 

Comparability  factor  2.08 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  19.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.00 


Still  Births 


1970  1 still  birth  was  registered  (1  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  still  births  89 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 11.00 

1971  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  still  births  110 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 9.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


1970  3 deaths  were  registered  ( 1 illegitimate)  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  34.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  25.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  125.00 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  2 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  23.00 

Maternal  deaths  0 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 


1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate)  2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 23.00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 34.00 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  9.00 


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 1 

iMalignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 2 

Leukaemia  5 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  11 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  2 

Diabetes  mellitus 1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 2 

Hypertensive  disease 5 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 52 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  11 
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Cerebrovascular  disease 39 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  12 

Pneumonia 7 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  10 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2 

Peptic  Ulcer  1 

Appendicitis  1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 3 

Congenital  anomalies  2 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  2 

All  other  accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents) 8 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 1 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


No  particular  problems  arose  during  the  year:  activities  were  as  normal,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Tawse  again  made 
a full  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  department,  which  is  summarised  as  follows: 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

The  year  was  uneventful  and  there  was  no  reported  food  poisoning  or  food  borne  disease. 

Water  Supplies 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  comments  as  follows  — 

“I  would  confirm  that  the  supply  to  Sidmouth,  during  the  year  under  review,  has  been  taken  from 
the  Board’s  Borehole  sources  at  Sidford  and  Dotton.  There  have  been  no  major  works  carried  out 
in  the  Sidmouth  area  but  new  mains  have  been  laid  to  cater  for  housing  development  as  required  by 
the  developers. 

“I  am  enclosing  details  of  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  giving  the  bacteriological 
results.” 


Water  after 
Treatment 

Total  No. 
Examined 

No.  showing 
Coliforms 
in  100  ml 

No.  showing 

E.  Coli 
in  100  ml 

Percentage  of 
samples  free 
from 

Coliforms 

E.  Coli 

(a) 

At  source  of 
supply 

72 

0 

0 

100% 

100% 

(b) 

In  distribution 
system 

159 

6 

0 

96.2% 

100% 

Totals 

231 

6 

0 

97.4% 

100% 

These  results  indicate  that  the  water  quality  is  within  the  bacteriological  standards  set  out  in  the  1970 
European  Standards  for  Drinking  Water. 

Private  Supplies 

The  number  of  private  water  supplies  remained  as  previously,  details  are  given  in  Appendix  ‘A’. 

A few  samples  of  water  from  private  supplies  were  submitted  for  analyses  at  the  request  of  owners 
or  intending  owners.  Apart  from  one  supply,  serving  two  houses,  the  results  were  satisfactory.  In  the  case  where 
result  of  the  analyses  was  not  entirely  satisfactory,  owners  of  the  properties  have  been  advised  on  suitable  measures 
to  remedy  the  situation. 

Sewerage 

The  Surveyor  did  not  find  it  possible  to  complete  the  preparations  for  the  new  sewer  system.  With  the 
arrival  of  the  Surveyor  Designate,  Mr.  J.  F.  L.  Vince,  however,  the  Surveyor  has  recently  been  able  to  devote  more 
time  to  the  sewerage  scheme.  Preparations  are  expected  to  be  completed  soon  and  the  proposals  put  to  the 
Ministry  for  final  approval  with  a view  to  commencement  of  work  in  the  autumn. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

Installation  of  the  proposed  Bio  Disc  plant  at  Salcombe  Regis  commenced  in  the  late  summer 
and  should  be  completed  early  in  1972.  It  is  in  the  process  of  being  brought  into  service. 

Refuse  Disposal 

With  the  covering  routine  instituted  in  1970,  using  the  machine  acquired  then,  conditions  at  the  tip  at 
Knapp  Copse  were  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Apart  from  instituting  a fully  controlled  tipping  routine,  or  transport  of  refuse  for  incineration  elsewhere, 
the  arrangement  is  the  best  that  can  be  achieved. 


With  impending  re-organisation  and  the  proposed  allocation  of  responsibility  for  refuse  disposal  to  the 
County  Council,  it  is  not  certain  that  the  tip  will  continue  in  use  on  a long  term  basis.  In  these  circumstances,  the 
large  capital  and/or  operating  costs  which  would  be  involved  in  either  of  the  other  methods  could  scarcely  be 
justified. 


Diseases  of  Animals 

At  the  two  premises  in  the  district  licensed  for  swill  boiling,  inspection  revealed  that  conditions  were 
satisfactory. 


Caravans 


No  particular  problems  arose;  the  number  of  caravans  on  licensed  sites  being  only  one  more  than  last 
year,  following  amendment  of  the  licence  at  Slade  House  Farm  to  permit  ten  vans. 

Details  of  licensed  sites  are  as  follows  — 


Number  of  Caravans 

Licensed 

Dunscombe  Manor  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis 

58 

Thorn  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis 

50 

Slade  House  Farm,  Salcombe  Regis 

10 

At  Dunscombe  Manor  site,  the  scheme  to  provide  caravans  with  internal  amenities  connected  to  the 
drainage  system  was  extended  to  serve  a total  of  31  caravans. 

Inspection  of  this  and  other  licensed  sites  indicated  that  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory. 


Pests 


The  number  of  properties  affected  by  rats  and  mice  being  88  and  9 respectively,  was  a considerable 
reduction  over  last  year’s  figures.  This  would  seem  to  be  within  the  normally  expected  variation,  and,  as  before, 
infestations  were  of  a very  minor  nature. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewer  system  for  rat  activity  gave  a negative  result. 

Other  pest  control  measures  continued,  and  it  was  a particularly  busy  year  for  wasp  destruction. 
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Petroleum 


The  number  of  premises  in  the  district  licensed  for  petroleum  storage  was  unchanged  at  26.  The  year  was 
uneventful  and  routine  visits  and  tank  testing  were  carried  out  as  necessary. 

Explosives 

Registrations  for  keeping  fireworks  in  shops  totalled  eleven. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Details  of  premises,  employees,  etc.,  included  in  an  Annual  Report  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Employment  are  given  in  Appendix  ‘B’. 

Apart  from  surveys  of  newly  registered  or  premises  changing  hands,  other  visits  were  made  to  premises 
which  have  not  had  an  inspection  for  some  time.  Amongst  the  matters  commonly  needing  improvement  was 
lighting.  In  a number  of  cases,  employers  and  employees  alike,  previously  unaware  of  the  deficiency,  were  apprecia- 
tive of  the  improvement  of  working  standards  which  better  lighting  brought. 

In  the  case  of  one  premises,  authority  was  obtained  to  take  proceedings  in  the  event  of  non-compliance 
with  certain  requirements.  Many  of  the  requirements  were  met  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  remainder  are  in 
progress. 

Factories 

The  number  of  factories  registered  at  31st  December,  1971,  was  49  mechanical  and  13  non-mechanical. 
Visits  were  made  to  16  and  4 respectively,  and  matters  were  dealt  with  on  an  informal  basis,  no  notices  being 
served. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

There  is  no  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  and  no  samples  were  taken  for  the  Alpha  Amylase 

test. 


Unsound  Food 

Details  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  by  retail  and  catering  premises  are  given  in  Appendix  ‘C’. 

Section  16:  Registration  of  Premises  — Cooked,  preserved  food,  etc. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  this  purpose  remained  at  eighteen. 


Ice  Cream 


Two  premises  having  been  newly  registered,  the  total  registrations  at  31st  December,  1971,  was 
40,  of  which  only  one  related  to  manufacture  of  cold  mix,  the  others  being  storage  only. 


factory. 


Three  samples  were  taken  from  retail  premises  selling  loose  ice  cream.  The  results  were  satis- 


Food  Complaints 

Five  food  complaints  were  received  concerning  a wasp  in  a cake;  ’ofP  gammon,  sour  cream, 
rotten  eggs,  and  glass  in  a cake. 
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Apart  from  the  last  named  complaint,  at  the  request  of  the  complainants,  no  formal  action  was 
taken,  and  the  matters  were  taken  up  with  the  Companies  concerned. 

The  glass  in  cake  complaint  was  reported  to  the  Council  who  decided  that  a warning  letter  was 
the  appropriate  action  to  be  taken. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

The  vast  bulk  of  milk  supplied  in  the  district  came  from  anExeter  Depot,  but  eleven  farmers 
locally  supply  milk  which  is  bottled  on  the  farm.  No  problems  arose. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 

This  aspect  of  the  duties  again  accounted  for  a large  proportion  of  the  total  time  available. 

Details  of  the  number  of  visits  are  shown  in  Appendix  ‘D’.  In  the  main  conditions  at  food  premises  met  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations,  although  individual  standards  of  premises  varied  from  extremely  good  to  minimal. 
It  is,  of  course,  the  latter  which  require  the  greatest  attention,  and  the  arrangement  whereby  these  were  inspected 
frequently  was  continued  with  satisfactory  results. 

In  the  case  of  one  premises  in  the  town  where  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  the  past,  a 
change  of  ovwiership  resulted  in  a vast  improvement  within  a short  space  of  time,  and  further  improvement  is 
continuing. 

Housing 

Two  houses  which  came  to  our  notice  as  a result  of  complaint  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  Use 
of  one  of  these  for  habitation  has  ceased  on  re-housing  of  the  tenant  by  the  Council.  In  the  other  case,  action  to 
close  the  house  will  be  taken  when  a suitable  Council  house  is  offered  to  the  tenant. 

A Notice  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  was  served  in  respect  of  one  house.  The  owner  is  in  the 
course  of  preparing  a scheme  to  remedy  the  defects  and  carry  out  other  improvements  with  the  aid  of  an  Improve- 
ment Grant. 

Applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under  the  Housing  Act  1969  totalled  eight  during  the  year.  In 
only  one  case  did  the  house  meet  the  qualifying  condition  of  being  in  a good  state  of  repair.  Seven  of  the  appli- 
cations are  therefore  still  pending  awaiting  completion  of  necessary  repairs. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  Surveyor,  continuing  with  the  programme  of  modernisation  of  older  Council  houses, 
proceeded  with  schemes  for  Pathwhorlands  and  part  of  Hillside,  Sidbury.  The  former  was  completed  and  the  latter 
is  well  in  progress.  Schemes  have  been  prepared  and  contracts  awarded  for  modernising  the  remainder  of  the  older 
houses:  the  second  phase  of  Hillside,  Sidbury;  and  houses  at  Hillside,  Salcombe  Regis. 

The  total  of  Council  house  improvements  completed  at  31st  December,  1971,  is  shown  in 

Appendix  ‘E’. 


In  the  private  sector,  the  increased  interest  in  grants  seen  in  1970  was  continued,  as  the  figures 
also  shown  in  Appendix  ‘E’  indicate. 
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Nuisances 


Various  matters  were  complained  of  necessitating  a considerable  number  of  visits.  In  all  but  one  case, 
informal  action  was  sufficient  to  have  the  matters  put  right. 

In  the  case  referred  to,  a noise  nuisance  arising  from  refrigeration  and  ventilation  in  a supermarket,  it 
was  necessary  to  serve  an  Abatement  Notice.  Following  expert  advice  obtained  by  the  Company  concerned, 
measures  were  carried  out  to  abate  the  nuisance.  These  were  completed  but  it  was  found  that  some  points  had 
been  overlooked  and  the  effect  was  therefore  unsatisfactory.  As  a result,  additional  sound-proofing  is  necessary 
and  measures  are  at  present  in  hand. 


J.  FEE 

Public  Health  Inspector 


APPENDIX  ‘A’ 


Private  Water  Supplies 


Salcombe  Regis  — 

Properties  connected  to  spring  8 

Harcombe  — 

Properties  connected  to  main  Village  supply 8 

Other  small  supplies  or  wells 10 


Fortescue  — 


Properties  connected  39 

Other  properties  in  outlying  areas  with  own  private  supplies  72 


Total  137 

APPENDIX  ‘B’ 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


(a)  Registrations  and  General  Inspections  — 


Total  number 
of  premises 
registered 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

receiving 

general 

inspection 

Class  of  Premises 

at  31.12.71 

1971 

Offices  

52 

8 

Retail  Shops  

114 

36 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

2 

1 

public.  Canteens 

19 

10 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

Totals 

188 

56 

(b)  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  

(c)  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 
Persons  employed 

122 

Offices  

237 

Retail  Shops  

523 

Wholesale  departments.  Warehouses  ..  .. 

20 

Catering  establishments,  open  to  the  public 

..  .. 

107 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots 

Total 

Males 

Females 

13 

900 

327 

573 
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APPENDIX  ‘C’ 


Unsound  Food  — 1971 

Examined  and  condemned  on  Voluntary  Surrender  for  Destruction  — 

lbs. 


(a)  Meat  at  Retail  shops  128 

(b)  Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  products 3 

(c)  Canned  Meats 130 

(d)  Fish  222 

(e)  Fruit  and  Vegetables  117 

(f)  Other  foods  193 


Total  793  lbs. 


APPENDIX  ‘D’ 

Number  of  Food  Premises  and  Visits  1971 

Number  of  Number  of 

Premises  Visits 


Licensed  Hotels  29  72 

Private  Hotels 18  26 

Guest  Houses 57  10 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  24  108 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 2 7 

Butchers  13  25 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 8 22 

Fishmongers  3 9 

Grocers  and  General  Provisions  25  * 64 

School  Canteens  and  Boarding  Schools  5 9 

Greengrocers  13  7 

Public  Houses  (excluding  Hotels  with  licences)  17  8 

Market  (Butcher:  two  Greengrocers)  3 ^ 3 

Miscellaneous 12  16 


* Includes  eleven  registered  as  dairies 
^ Stalls 
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APPENDIX  ‘E’ 
Housing 


(1)  Improvement  Grants 

(The  summaries  show  the  progress  made  from  1959,  when  the  Standard  Grant  Scheme 
started,  to  31st  December,  1971) 


(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

Applications,  Approvals  and  Grants  paid 
Act  1958  and  Housing  Act  1969  — 


under  Section  30  of  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Completions  and  Grants  Paid 


Year 

Appl 

Received 

ications 

Approved 

Dwellings 

Completed 

Grants 

Pdd 

1959-62 

35 

32 

28 

7,578 

1963 

4 

6 

7 

2,616 

1964 

11 

11 

14 

4,534 

1965 

6 

6 

8 

2,651 

1966 

6 

4 

6 

1,995 

1967 

5 

5 

3 

1,200 

1968 

1 

2 

2 

800 

1969 

5 

1 

5 

1,670 

1970 

14 

15 

6 

5,427 

1971 

24 

22 

J_ 

4,879 

111 

104 

86 

03,350 

Modernisation  of  Council  Houses 
Improvements  complete  at  31st  December,  1971 

Number  of 


Location  Houses 

Sid  Park  Road  30 

Arcot  Park 46 

Manstone  Avenue  190 

Orchard  Close 11 

Pathwhorlands  7 

Hillside,  Sidbury 3 

287 


(b)  Standard  Grants 

Applications,  Approvals  and  Grants  paid  under  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  and 
Housing  Act,  1969  — 


Applications 

Completions  and  Grants  Paid; 
and  Standard  Amenities  installed 

Re- 

Ap- 

Dwelling 

com- 

Fixed 

Wash 

hand 

Hot 

Water 

Food 
St  or- 

Piped 

Water 

Grants 

Year 

ceived 

proved 

pleted 

Bath 

basin 

Water 

Closet 

age 

Supply 

Sink 

Paid 

1959-62 

65 

59 

43 

40 

43 

41 

17 

19 

_ 

_ 

4,^51 

1963 

19 

16 

18 

16 

16 

16 

9 

8 

- 

- 

1,570 

1964 

10 

8 

13 

7 

11 

11 

9 

7 

- 

- 

1,104 

1965 

15 

16 

10 

9 

10 

10 

7 

7 

- 

- 

1,104 

1966 

6 

5 

7 

6 

6 

7 

5 

4 

- 

- 

758 

1967 

7 

8 

7 

5 

5 

5 

4 

2 

1 

- 

931 

1968 

11 

11 

10 

10 

10 

10 

9 

7 

- 

- 

1,358 

1969 

7 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

- 

- 

317 

1970 

12 

14 

13 

10 

11 

12 

10 

- 

- 

5 

2,035 

1971 

12 

12 

11 

8 

8 

10 

8 

- 

- 

2 

1,660 

Totals 

164 

153 

136 

113 

122 

125 

80 

57 

1 

7 

14,988 
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Year 

196^. 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Totals 


(2)  Building  Programme 


Rate  of  Building  and  Conversions  - 1962/71 


Type 

By  Local 
Authority 

By  Others 

Totals 

Houses 

76  (6  Flats) 

32  (4  Flats) 

108 

Bungalows 

- 

60 

60 

Conversions 

- 

9 

9 

Houses 

9 (Flats) 

9 (1  Flat) 

18 

Bungalows 

- 

46 

46 

Conversions 

- 

12 

12 

Houses 

8 (Flats) 

12 

20 

Bungalows 

- 

63 

63 

Conversions 

- 

26 

26 

Houses 

4 (Flats) 

23  (14  Flats) 

27 

Bungalows 

- 

112 

112 

Conversions 

- 

7 

7 

Houses 

6 (4  Flats) 

18  (10  Flats) 

24 

Bungalows 

- 

92 

92 

Conversions 

- 

- 

- 

Houses 

2 

20  (5  Flats) 

22 

Bungalows 

- 

49 

49 

Conversions 

- 

11 

11 

Houses 

- 

28 

28 

Bungalows 

14 

74 

88 

Conversions 

- 

18 

18 

Houses 

20  (15  Flats) 

39  (24  Flats) 

59 

Bungalows 

2 

63 

65 

Conversions 

- 

7 

7 

Houses 

39  (2  Flats) 

15  (8  Flats) 

54 

Bungalows 

- 

47 

47 

Conversions 

25 

10 

35 

Houses 

28  (16  Flats) 

13  (5  Flats) 

41 

Bungalows 

- 

38 

38 

Conversions 

- 

6 

6 

Houses 

192 

209 

401 

Bungalows 

16 

644 

660 

Conversions 

25 

106 

131 

Grand 

Total 


177 


76 


109 


146 


116 


82 


134 


131 


136 


85 


1,192 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Number  of  Parishes  . 
Rateable  Value  ..  . 
Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied  . 


61 ,260  acres 
7,610 
22 

/;21 0,056 
£h977 

62p 


Deaths 


1970  43  males,  46  females  89 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11.4 

Comparability  factor  0.91 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  10.4 

1971  40  males,  42  females  82 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  10.8 

Comparability  factor  0.91 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  9.8 


Live  Births 


1970  76  males,  61  females  137 

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  ..  ..  137 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 17.6 

Comparability  factor  1.17 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  20.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  4.00 

1971  80  males,  50  females  130 

7 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  arc  included  in  the  above  total  of  ..  ..  130 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 17.1 

Comparability  factor  1.17 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  20.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.00 


Still  Births 


1970  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  still  births  138 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 7.00 

1971  2 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Total  live  and  still  births  132 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 15.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

1971  1 death  was  registered  (1  illegitimate)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Maternal  deaths  

1971  1 death  was  registered  (1  illegitimate) 

Neo-  natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Maternal  deaths  


3 

22.00 

23.00 

nil 

1 

8.00 

nil 

143.00 


2 

15.00 

0 

1 

8.00 

0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 


1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 15.00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  22.00 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  15.00 


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 22 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  9 

Cerebrovascular  disease 14 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  6 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia 3 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  5 

Peptic  ulcer  1 

Cirrhosis  ol  liver 1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  1 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system  2 

Congenital  anomalies  1 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 3 

All  other  accidents  _2 

82 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water 


Public  Supplies 

The  mains  water  in  the  area  provided  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  has  been  generally  satis- 
factory in  quantity  and  quality. 

Work  on  an  urgently  needed  3”  P.V.C.  mains  extension  to  serve  the  Council  houses  at  Wick, 
Luppitt,  came  to  an  abrupt  halt  when  the  supplier  failed  to  make  promised  deliveries.  The  work  was  eventually 
completed  in  spun  iron  pipe. 

The  renewal  of  wartime  mains  in  Dunkeswell  was  completed  as  was  the  agreement  to  take  more 
water  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  and  thus  the  former  embargo  on  development  was  lifted. 

Private  Supplies 

Two  chemical  samples  were  taken,  one  was  satisfactory  and  the  other,  because  it  was  soft  and 
acidic  and  had  a high  copper  content,  resulted  in  the  copper  system  being  replaced  with  chemically  inert  pipes  to 
obviate  the  risk  of  metallic  contamination. 

Thirty-five  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  twenty-one  sources  and  fifteen  were  found 
to  be  fit.  Of  the  remainder,  three  were  able  to  connect  to  the  public  water  main,  two  were  able  to  use  alternative 
private  fit  supplies,  and  one  installed  a chlorinating  plant. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  contract  to  replace  the  old  works  at  Branscombe  damaged  by  flooding  with  a much  larger  works  to 
treat  all  the  sewage  to  the  Royal  Commission  standard  was  commenced  in  August  1971.  It  is  due  to  come  into 
operation  in  the  late  summer  of  1972. 

Similarly,  the  replacement  sewage  works  and  sewer  extension  at  Offwell  commenced  during  the  year  is 
also  due  to  operate  in  the  summer  of  1972. 

Preparation  of  the  sewerage  scheme  to  serve  the  ultimate  expansion  of  the  Key  Settlement  at  Dunkeswell 
was  completed  and  the  contract  should  be  commenced  during  1972  for  completion  by  September,  1973. 

Centres  that  lack  adequate  sewerage  facilities  include  Awliscombe,  Broadhembury,  Weston  and  Buckerell. 
Refuse  Collection 

The  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  area  was  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

The  weekly  collection  proposed  for  Feniton  was  not  approved  by  the  Council. 

The  older  of  the  two  present  side-loading  refuse  vehicles  will  be  due  for  replacement  soon,  and  the 
opportunity  will  be  taken  now  that  the  increase  in  domestic  refuse  warrants  it  to  replace  it  with  a 35  cubic  yard 
compression  vehicle. 

Special  collections  of  accumulated  household  and  non-domestic  refuse  were  made  in  addition  to  the 
routine  service. 

Several  abandoned  motor  cars  were  also  discharged  to  the  tip  by  agreement  with  Sidmouth  Urban  District 

Council. 
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Factories  Act  19b  1 


Premises 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

1 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
in  which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

25 

7 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  Out- 
workers’ premises) 

LS 

11 

42 

23 

- 

- 

One  case  under  Section  7 of  an 

unsuitable  or  defective 

sanitary  convenience 

was  found  and 

remedied. 

Outworkers 


Ten  Outworkers  (wearing  apparel)  were  registered. 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Number  of 
premises 

Total  number 

Number  of 

registered 

premises 

receiving 

one  or  more 

general 

registered 

of  registered 

inspections 

during  the 

premises  at 

during  the 

Class  of  premises 

year 

end  of  year 

year 

Offices  

_ 

1 

1 

Retail  Shops  

- 

2 

2 

Wholesale  shops.  Warehouses 

1 

- 

- 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public.  Canteens 

13 

9 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

1 

16 

12 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  em 

iployed  in  Registered  Premises  at  end  of  year 

Class  of  workplace 

No.  of  persons 

employed 

Offices  

3 

Retail  shops  3 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses  

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  87 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots - 

Total  « 

Total  Males  28 

Total  Females  65 


Exemptions  — nil 


Prosecutions  — nil 
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Housing 


Private 

During  the  year  61  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  developers. 


Council 

Six  Old  People’s  bungalows  at  Branscombe,  four  at  Plymtree,  and  two  at  Gittisham  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  I completed  the  preparation  of  a contract  to  build  four  Old  People’s 
bungalows  at  Payhembury  and  a further  two  at  Colestocks,  for  completion  during  1972. 


Improvement  Grants 

Improvement  grants  in  respect  of  six  dwellings,  totalling  ,^4,348,  were  paid  and  twelve  were 

approved. 

Standard  grants  in  respect  of  twenty-two  dwellings  were  paid,  totalling  14,  and  sixteen  were 

approved. 


Housing  Acts  1957  and  1969 

Inspections  were  made  of  five  dwellings.  Formal  action  to  secure  the  necessary  repairs  was 
required  in  only  one  case  and  this  dwelling  is  now  fit. 

Repairs  were  effected  in  twenty-eight  other  dwellings  by  procedures  other  than  the  Housing  Acts. 

Seven  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  None  of 
the  dwellings  concerned  complied  fully,  and  the  defects  to  be  remedied  were  reported  to  the  owners. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  — Rodent  Control 


Number  of  properties  in  district  

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby  premises) 

inspected  following  notification 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 

for  reasons  other  than  notification  

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


3,401 


812 


61 

44 

6 


18 

9 


22 

12 

2 


2 

1 


Out  of  a total  of  365  sewer  manholes,  41  were  test-baited. 


There  were  no  takes. 


Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

Informal  action  to  secure  full  compliance  with  the  Model  Code  resulted  in  all  forty-five  licensed  storage 
installations  meeting  the  necessary  standards,  though  in  many  cases  not  inconsiderable  expenditure  was  necessary 
particularly  in  meeting  the  electrical  safety  standards. 

One  new  installation  was  licensed  and  approved  during  the  year. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 


Unsound  Food 

Seven  pounds  of  assorted  frozen  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  at  an  hotel  following  a 
refrigerator  break-down. 

No  complaints  of  unfit  food  were  received. 

Ice  Cream 

Twenty-six  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Brucellosis 

Three  samples  of  milk  from  three  farms  all  proved  negative. 

Food  Hygiene 

Six  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  minor  contraventions  were  dealt  with  informally. 
Food  Poisoning 

An  investigation  into  one  suspected  case  produced  no  concrete  result. 

Environmental  Health 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

Twenty-nine  visits  were  made  in  response  to  sixteen  complaints,  as  follows: 


Drainage  12 

Smell  3 

Accumulations  1 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

There  are  two  licensed  swill-boilers  in  the  area  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  either  is  failing  to  comply  with 
the  regulations. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

In  connection  with  the  annual  survey  of  sites,  site  licence  compliance  and  unauthorised  caravans,  forty-two 
visits  were  made. 

The  problems  of  itinerant  residential  - as  opposed  to  holiday  - caravans  on  waste  land  and  verges  remained 
unsolved  for  practical  purposes.  In  my  opinion,  the  law  concerning  caravans,  and  the  problems  arising  therefrom,  are 
framed  to  protect  a tiny  minority  of  the  innocent  but  are  taken  advantage  of  by  the  vast  majority  who  are  lawless. 


J.  D.  HOPGOOD,  A.R.I.C.S.,  M.R.S.H. 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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HONITON  BOROUGH 


Area 

Population 

Rateable  Value  ..  . 
Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied  . 


3,1 25  acres 
4,940 
,C25  1,092 
,C2,361 
67p 


Deaths 


1970  35  males,  60  females  95 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15.6 

Comparability  factor  0.58 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  9.00 

1971  42  males,  51  females  93 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  18.8 

Comparability  factor  0.58 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  10.9 


Live  Births 


1970  42  males,  56  females  98 

3 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  ..  ..  98 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 16.1 

Comparability  factor 1.16 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  18.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3.00 

1971  58  males,  38  females 96 

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  ..  ..  96 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 19.4 

Comparability  factor  1.16 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  22.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  6.00 


Still  Births 


1970  2 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Total  live  and  still  births  100 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 20.00 

1971  2 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Total  live  and  still  births  98 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 20.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1970  4 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 41.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  42.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births nil 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1970  3 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  31.00 

Maternal  deaths  0 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1970  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 20.00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  40.00 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 20.00 


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  2 

Diabetes  mellitus 4 

Multiple  sclerosis 1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  3 

Hypertensive  disease  1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 13 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  7 

Cerebrovascular  disease 26 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  6 

Influenza  2 

Pneumonia 1 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  3 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system  2 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 1 

All  other  accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents) 

93 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


Housing 

The  following  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  — 


1.  Housing  inspections  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Housing 

Points  Scheme 3 

2.  Premises  inspected  under  Section  9 nil 

3.  Standard  Grant  applications  17  visits 

4.  Improvement  Grant  applications  45  visits 

5.  Routine  housing  inspections  34  visits 

6.  Visits  in  connection  with  schedule  of  works  to  make  premises 

fit  for  habitation 5 

7.  Premises  made  fit  following  submission  of  schedules  nil 

8.  Council  house  inspections 5 

9.  Houses  demolished  to  improve  road  junction  nil 

10.  Houses  made  fit  following  informal  action  1 

11.  Private  houses  built f 26 

12.  Council  houses  built nil 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

The  department  became  aware  of  one  house  which  had  been  converted  to  multiple  occupation. 
This  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Mortgage  Facilities  and  Improvement  Grants 

The  Council  have  continued  to  offer  mortgage  and  improvement  grant  facilities,  and  I set  out 
below  a table  showing  grants  and  mortgages  made  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


Number  of 
Applications 

Standard  Grants  8 

Improvement  Gt  ants  5 

Loans  on  Repairs 

Mortgages  8 


Caravans  and  Camping 


Number 

Number 

Approved 

Refused 

Value 

8 

- 

/:i,239 

5 

- 

;C3,094 

8 

nil 

;C10,750 

i 5 applications 
taken  up) 

Caravanning  and  camping  in  the  Borough  continues  to  consist  in  the  main  of  58  residential 
caravans  and  38  holiday  caravans  or  tents  at  Lower  Northcote  Farm.  Tentative  proposals  to  extend  these  sites 
have  been  received.  Both  sites  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner.  During  the  year  a number  of 
visits  were  made  to  the  permanent  site  to  check  on  fire  fighting  facilities  and  equipment  and  the  provision  of 
sanitary  and  washing  facilities. 


The  motel  site  which  was  given  planning  consent  some  years  ago  has  still  to  be  developed.  The 
site  should  prove  of  benefit  to  the  town  when  developed.  There  have  been  few  problems  within  the  Borough 
associated  with  persons  touring  with  caravans  or  tents. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  none  in  the  Borough. 
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old  People’s  Accommodation 

The  Housing  Comnittee’s  proposals  concerning  new  housing  are  in  the  main  for  accommodation 
for  elderly  people.  During  the  year  no  Council  Housing  development  was  commenced,  but  detailed  plans  have 
been  submitted  in  respect  of  the  proposed  development  at  Orchard  Way:  the  scheme  being  designed  primarily 
to  accommodate  elderly  people.  The  necessary  preliminary  work  is  under  way  in  connection  with  a f^urther 
site  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  Manor  Place  redevelopment  scheme,  in  association  with  a further  old  persons’  home  to  be 
provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council,  is  being  prepared  and  a feasibility  study  carried  out. 

General 

The  rate  of  building  in  the  private  sector  has  improved,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
development  of  a site  for  1#9  houses  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  that  26  houses  were  satisfactorily 
completed.  The  standard  of  housing  in  the  town  is  generally  very  good. 

Public  Health 


Water  Supply  (Public) 

The  water  supply  provided  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board,  the  statutory  undertakers,  has 
afforded  a supply  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  during  the  whole  year  and  pressures  have  been 
satisfactory. 

Number  of  dwellings  served  from  the  Water  Board’s  mains  — 1,919 


Number  of  population  supplied: 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses 5,087 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  13 


Water  Supply  (Private) 

Eleven  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  private  water  supplies.  With  one  exception 
informal  action  has  in  all  cases  resulted  in  a satisfactory  supply  being  obtained.  Formal  action  has  been 
authorised  by  the  Council  in  the  one  outstanding  case. 

Bathing  Facilities 

The  department  has  played  an  active  part  once  again  in  the  running  of  the  Swimming  Pool  by 
giving  technical  advice  and  assistance  to  the  Swimming  Pool  Trustees.  A member  of  the  outdoor  staff 
carried  out  the  duties  of  Pool  Attendant. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  the  laying  of  a new  central  sewer  was  commenced.  When  completed,  this, 
together  with  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  due  to  commence  in  1972,  will  allow  the  town  to  continue 
its  expansion  to  a population  of  some  12,000  persons. 

The  Sewage  Works  was  maintained  in  as  satisfactory  a condition  as  possible,  and  for  most  of 
the  time  samples  have  been  just  within  Royal  Commission  standard. 

Public  Conveniences 

Vandalism  has  been  experienced  as  in  previous  years.  Proposals  were  approved  for  the 
provision  of  a new  block  of  Public  Conveniences  sited  on  the  King  Street  Car  Park. 

The  use  of  the  public  conveniences  in  the  town  is  free. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order  1957 

There  are  no  licences  in  force  in  the  area.  The  department  has  endeavoured  to  ensure  that 
no  person  operates  in  the  Borough  without  a licence  where  a licence  is  required. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  service  once  again  has  been  such  that  the  men  employed  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated. The  Council  continue  to  use  the  refuse  tip  of  the  Sidmouth  Urban  District  Council  at  Knapp  Copse. 


The  Council  decided  to  experiment  for  a period  of  six  months  with  a special  collection  of  bulky 
items.  This  has  been  highly  successful  and  has  helped  to  ensure  that  people  do  not  dispose  of  such  items  in  the 
countryside,  and  the  Council  have  decided  to  continue  it. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964 

There  are  two  registered  dealers  in  the  area. 


Factories  Act  1961 
Premises 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 


Number 

Registered 


3 

40 

3 


Number  of 
Inspections 

1 

18 

2 


Number  of 
Notices 

nil 

1 

nil 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars  Found  Remedied 

(1)  (2)  (3) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  1 1 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

detective 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act 


Referred 

Referred 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose- 

to H.M. 

by  H.M. 

cutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were  instituted 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Sections  133  and  134  — Outworkers 


Nature 

Section  1 33 
Number  of 
Outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Section  133 

Number  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 

Number  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 

Section  134 
Number  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 

Notices 

Prose- 

of Work 

(l)(c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

served 

cutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

23 

- 

_ 

Making  nets 
other 
than  wire 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


No  applications  for  exemptions  were  received.  The  table  set  out  below  shows  the  number  of 


inspections,  visits,  etc.  that  were  made  by  the  department  — 

Table  A — Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

Number  of 

Number  of 
premises 

Total  number 

registered 
premises 
receiving 
one  or  more 
general 

newly  regis- 

of  registered 

inspections 

tered  during 

premises  at 

during  the 

Class  of  premises 

the  year 

end  of  year 

year 

Offices  

1 

25 

1 

Retail  Shops  

nil 

53 

6 

Wholesale  Shops 

nil 

nil 

nU 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

public.  Canteens 

nil 

7 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

nil 

jhI 

nil 

1 

85 

10 

Table  B — Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  (including  General  Inspections)  to  Registered 
Premises  — 10 

Table  C — Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  at  end  of  year: 

Number  of  Persons 


Class  of  workplace  employed 

Offices  119 

Retail  Shops  254 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses  

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  59 

Canteens  

Fuel  storage  depots 

432 


Total  Males  187 

Total  Females  245 

No  formal  action  has  been  found  necessary.  In  the  few  instances  where  premises  have  not  com- 
plied with  the  Act,  informal  action  has  produced  the  necessary  result. 
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Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Pro\n<:ion<:)  Act  1956 

There  remain  33  farms  in  the  Borough.  No  cases  are  known  where  the  Act  is  not  complied  with. 

Petroleum 

All  licensed  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  where  necessary  informal  action  was 
taken  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Model  Code  of  Practice. 

Twenty-four  licences  were  re-issued,  two  licences  were  not  renewed,  the  tanks  being  filled  with 
cement  slurry  and  the  pipe  lines  removed,  and  two  licences  are  in  being  for  self-service  stations. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 


Non- 

Properties  other  than  Sewers 

agricultural 

Agricultural 

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

35 

nil 

Number  of  properties  in  Borough 

2,377 

30 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats 

20 

nil 

(b)  Mice 

15 

nil 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats/ mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification 

97 

10 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats 

4 

nil 

(b)  Mice 

18 

3 

Thirty-five  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  rat  and/or  mice  infestation.  All  of  these  have 
been  dealt  with  on  a rechargeable  basis. 

Forty-five  visits  were  made  to  non-agricultural  premises  and  five  visits  were  made  to  agricultural 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  survey. 

Some  rats  and  mice  would  appear  to  be  showing  resistance  to  Warfarin  poisons:  a new  poison  - 
Alphikil  - is  nowavailable  but  unfortunately  not  to  the  general  public.  Persons  using  the  older  type  of  Warfarin 
poisons  are  finding  some  difficulty  in  achieving  positive  results. 

The  10%  test  baiting  of  the  town  sewers  showed  them  to  be  free  of  infestation. 

Fireworks 

Seven  premises  were  licensed  to  store  and  sell  fireworks.  In  all  cases  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  Literature  on  the  safe  storage  of  fireworks  and  good  practise  were  issued. 

Safety  of  Buildings 

Four  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  reported  danger  from  buildings. 

Trade  Effluent 

Nine  visits  were  made  to  trade  premises  regarding  effluents. 
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Odours 


One  visit  was  made  to  a private  house  in  respect  of  a foul  odour  emanating  from  the  food 
store  which  was  situated  beneath  the  stairs.  Evidence  of  mouse  infestation  was  found  but  it  was  later 
discovered  that  the  cause  of  the  malodour  was  an  egg  which  had  fallen  into  a jug  and  then  commenced  to 
decompose. 

Derelict  Cars 

The  few  cases  which  have  occurred  in  the  Borough  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Floods 

We  still  await  the  report  of  the  Devon  River  Authority  on  the  proposed  flood  alleviation 
scheme.  Water  levels  have  remained  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Those  persons  in  the  various  food  trades  in  the  Borough  have  continued  to  set  a very  good 
standard.  This  has  been  revealed  during  the  number  of  routine  inspections  which  have  been  made.  Once  again 
no  formal  action  has  been  necessary,  but  in  a few  cases  informal  action  was  taken. 

The  following  premises  are  registered: 

For  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages, 


pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  foods 12 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  23 

For  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  ice  cream  2 


Meat  Inspection 

At  the  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  100%  meat  inspection  has  been  maintained. 


Table  of  Kill  figures.  Inspection  figures  and  Unsound  Meat: 


Cattle 

Number  killed  2,054 

Number  inspected  2,054 

A1  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 3 

Part  carcases  condemned  10 

Offal  condemned 459 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  by  a disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis  ..  ..  21.1% 

Number  affected  with  Tuberculosis 
only 


Percentage  affected  with  Tuberculosis 
Number  affected  with  Cysticercosis  .. 


Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

138 

45 

26,034 

14,693 

138 

45 

26,034 

14,693 

15 

15 

241 

29 

5 

nil 

268 

19 

102 

45 

8,365 

1,275 

52.9% 

37.8% 

26.1% 

10.8% 

- 

- 

30 

- 

_ 

0.1% 

- 
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Comparison  Table  1970  and  1971 


1970 

1971 

Per  cent 

Cattle  

2,602 

2,192 

15.8%  decrease 

Calves  

58 

45 

22.4%  decrease 

Pigs  

29,036 

26,034 

1 0.3%  decrease 

Sheep  and  Lambs .. 

18,124 

14,693 

1 8.7%  decrease 

Total  Kill  

49,820 

42,964 

1 3.7%  decrease 

Percentage  of  carcases  totally  condemned  — 

Cattle  

..  ..  0.1% 

Cows 

..  ..  10.9% 

Calves  

..  ..  33.3% 

Pigs  

..  ..  0.9% 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

..  ..  0.2% 

Meat  and  Offal  voluntarily  su  .Tendered  from  two  Abattoirs  — 

Whole 

Part 

Carcase  Meat 

Carcase  Meat 

Offal 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Cattle  

964 

401 

5,560 

Cows 

6,112 

300 

1.262 

Calves  

1,059 

- 

158 

Pigs  and  Sows  ..  .. 

21,790 

2,866 

19,473 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

1,603 

66 

3,189 

Total  Carcase  Meat  condemned  15.7  tons 

Total  Offal  condemned 13.2  tons 


The  standard  of  carcases  passing  through  the  slaughterhouses  continues  to  be  high;  the  percentage 
of  carcases  condemned  table  shows  that  fewer  cow  carcases  were  condemned  than  in  1970,  and  that  the  percentag 
of  other  animals  was  almost  identical  to  1970. 

There  is  now  a bulk  container  collection  service  of  waste  products  in  operation  from  Mr.  C.  H. 
Baker’s  slaughterhouse.  These  containers  are  lockable  dnd  comply  fully  with  the  regulations  for  the  removal  of 
waste  prodi  cts  from  abattoirs. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  premises  within  the  district. 

Liquid  Egg  Pasteurisation  Regulations  1963 

There  are  no  premises  used  for  liquid  egg  processing  within  the  Borough. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 


Category  of  Food  Premises  Number  of  Premises 

Hotels,  Clubs  and  Licensed  Premises  23 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  13 

Canteens  6 

Butchers  5 

Dairies  8 

Fishmongers  2 

Fried  Fish  2 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers 14 

Confectioners 10 

Mobile  Shops 3 


Unsound  Food  surrendered  or  condemned  — 


Canned  Meat  66  lbs. 

Other  canned  foods 64  lbs. 

Wet  Fish 119  lbs. 


Conclusion 

I take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  my  staff  for  their  help  and  assistance  during  the  year. 


A.  J.  C.  NEX,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


OTTERY  ST.  MARY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Rateable  Value  ..  . 
Penny  Rate  Produces 
General  Rate  levied  . 


10,008  acres 
5,890 
X;236,680 

71. 5p 


Deaths 

1970  33  males,  43  females  76 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.8 

Comparability  factor  0.57 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  7.3 

1971  43  males,  33  females  76 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.9 

Comparability  factor  0.57 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  7.4 


Live  Births 


1970  52  males,  36  females  88 

10  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of..  ..  88 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 14.8 

Comparability  factor  1.50 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  22.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  1 1.00 

1971  31  males,  42  females  73 

5 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  ..  ..  73 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 12.4 

Comparability  factor  1.50 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  18.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.00 


Still  Births 


1970  2 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Total  live  and  still  births  90 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 22.00 

1971  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  still  births  74 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 14.00 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


1970  Ideath  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 11,00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  13.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births nil 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1970  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  11.00 

Maternal  deaths  0 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1970  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 11.00 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 33.00 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  14.00 


Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 


Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  1 

Leukaemia 1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  2 

Anaemias  1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 1 

Hypertensive  disease  2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 22 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  6 

Cerebrovascular  disease 9 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  3 

Pneumonia 6 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 

Peptic  ulcer  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 1 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system  1 

Congenital  anomalies  1 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions  1 

All  other  accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents) _2 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

The  district  was  without  the  services  of  a Public  Health  Inspector  for  a considerable  portion  of  the 
year  and  therefore  much  of  the  routine  work  of  the  department  was  somewhat  curtailed.  I assumed  office 
during  July  1971,  and  this  report  deals  in  the  main  with  the  various  aspects  of  my  work  since  that  date. 

I am  grateful  to  all  the  members  of  the  staff  and  Council  for  their  support  and  assistance  during  my 
first  year  of  office. 

The  inclusion  of  the  following  information  has  been  requested: 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 


Type  of  Business  Number  in  District 

Grocers,  Greengrocers,  General  Stores  and  Retail  Distributors  20 *  * 

Confectioners  and  Ice  Cream  Vendors 8 ^ 

Butchers  5 

Poulterers  and  Game  Dealers 1 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  1 

Fishmongers  1 

Bakehouses  3 

Public  Houses 9 y 

Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses  11 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  3 

Canteens  7 

Food  Preparation  Premises  1 


* 12  of  these  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

^ 6 of  these  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream, 
y This  figure  includes  one  Off  Licence 

Food  Complaints 

Two  complaints  of  unsound  food  - one  of  sausages  and  one  concerning  a meat  pie  - were 
received  and  dealt  with  informally.  A complaint  of  tainted  milk  was  received  but  samples  taken  were  satis- 
factory and  further  investigations  were  rather  inconclusive. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  All  are  in  regular  use,  and  apart  from 
minor  works  of  repair  and  maintenance  are  generally  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Meat  Inspection 

It  was  necessary  to  seek  the  assistance  of  a neighbouring  authority  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  in  order  to  maintain  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 

The  majority  of  animals  are  from  local  farms,  and  the  quality  of  meat  and  low  incidence  of 
infection  reflects  favourably  on  the  standard  of  husbandry. 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  3,260,  and  the  amount  recovered  in  fees  was  ;(^191.05p. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  13  cwt.  36  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  — No  cattle  were  found  to  be  affected,  and  only  eight  pigs  were  affected  by 
isolated  lesions  in  the  heads. 

Cysticercosis  — No  cattle  were  found  to  be  affected  by  viable  cysts  but  degenerative  cysts  were 
found  in  five  cattle,  compared  with  two  the  previous  year. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  of  meat  rejected  for  human  consumption; 

Cattle 
(excluding 
cows) 

Number  killed  and  inspected 
(1970  figures  in  brackets)  588  (536) 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  Carcases  rejected 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  rejected  103 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  rejected 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  rejected 

Cysticercosis  only 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  rejected  5 

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration 

Carcases  generalised 
and  totally  rejected 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  were  no  registered  premises  in  the  district  during  the  year.  There  is  one  poulterer  and  game 
dealer,  but  it  is  not  known  how  many  farmers  and  other  persons  slaughter  poultry  during  the  festive  seasons.  Local 
butchers  deal  in  poultry  and  game  in  small  quantities,  and  there  is  no  routine  inspection  of  poultry  at  the  present 
time.  No  complaints  have  been  received  with  regard  to  diseased  or  badly  bled  poultry. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

There  were  eighteen  licensed  storage  installations  in  the  district:  of  these  eight  were  commercial  instal- 
lations. No  new  premises  were  licensed. 

A serious  fire  was  investigated  at  one  of  the  filling  stations  and  was  found  to  be  accidental  rather  than 
due  to  a contravention  of  the  regulations.  Although  a number  of  fire  extinguishers  were  provided  in  accordance 
with  the  Model  Code,  the  staff  were  unable  to  use  them  properly,  possibly  due  to  panic.  A Fire  Prevention 
Officer  later  demonstrated  the  extinguishers  to  be  fully  charged  and  in  proper  working  order. 


Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

4(3) 

17  (12) 

1,471  (1,299) 

1,180  (1,027) 

- 

2 

1 

3 

105 

67 

8 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 


Forty-four  notifications  of  infestation  were  received  and  dealt  with  satisfactorily.  The  town  area 
sewers  were  tested  and  found  to  be  substantially  free  of  rats. 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 

Four  complaints  were  received  and  remedied  informally. 

One  of  these  complaints  referred  to  a nuisance  from  compressors  which  had  been  installed  in  a new 
building,  which  had  the  benefit  of  planning  consent.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  planning  control  enforceable 
which  can  prevent  the  installation  of  noise  producing  apparatus  in  a new  building  unless  this  is  shown  on  the 
deposited  plans.  Careful  thought  should  be  given  at  the  time  of  application  to  the  location  of  machinery 
liable  to  be  installed  in  different  trades  and  processes,  and  consideration  should  be  given  to  further  legal 
control  - possibly  a requirement  of  prior  approval  before  the  installation  of  noisy  apparatus. 

Housing 

Housing  Survey 

A detailed  house  to  house  survey  has  been  commenced  and  has  so  far  revealed  a high 
percentage  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  or  which  lack  the  basic  standard  amenities. 

The  majority  of  houses  are  occupied  and  progress  on  formal  action  to  secure  the  demolition 
or  renovation  of  them  is  generally  dependent  on  the  Council  rehousing  the  tenants  to  give  the  owners  vacant 
possession. 


In  practise  the  cottages  are  often  then  purchased  by  speculators  or  others  for  holiday 
accommodation,  and  the  Housing  legislation  thus  unintentionally  creates  a shortage  of  accommodation  for 
local  residents  to  rent  or  buy  at  a reasonable  price. 

There  were  only  twelve  families  from  the  Council’s  waiting  lists  actually  offered  tenancies 
during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  still  a total  of  96  applicants  on  the  lists.  As  the  survey 
will  show  more  houses  to  be  below  standard,  it  is  evident  that  unless  the  demand  is  met  by  a further  building 
programme,  little  hope  can  be  entertained  of  rehousing  persons  from  these  sub-standard  houses  for  many 
years.  However,  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  the  new  Housing  legislation  will  create  some  movement  from 
local  authority-owned  houses  and  also  a more  rapid  improvement  of  unfit  houses  by  private  landlords. 


Number  of  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  10* 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders 3 

Houses  made  fit  by  formal  action  2 


* It  was  recommended  that  five  of  these  houses  be  dealt  with  as  a Clearance  Area. 
Qualification  Certificates 

The  public  are  still  confused  by  the  procedure  to  be  followed,  and  applications  are  received, 
and  much  time  wasted,  in  respect  of  tenancies  which  are  already  de-controlled. 

Landlords  and  tenants  of  controlled  tenancies  are  now  in  some  cases  reaching  agreement  for 
increased  rents  between  themselves,  rather  than  attempting  to  cope  with  the  complexities  of  this  legislation. 


Number  of  applications  received  5 

Number  of  certificates  issued 4 * 

Number  of  Refusal  Notices  2 


* This  includes  an  application  made  in  the  previous  year. 
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Improvement  Grants 

Officers  of  the  Department  of  the  Environment  visited  the  Council  during  the  year  and  made 
representations  concerning  the  present  policy  with  regard  to  Discretionary  Grants.  The  Council  still  feel  that 
there  should  be  more  control  over  the  sale  and  letting  of  properties  improved  with  the  aid  of  Grants,  as  there 
is  evidence  to  suggest  that  the  system  is  now  abused,  particularly  in  holiday  areas. 


Standard  Grants 

Applications  received  8 

Applications  approved 8 

Improvements  completed 9 

Total  Grants  paid  ;(jl,561 

Discretionary  Grants 

Applications  received  14 

Applications  approved 12 

Applications  refused  2 

Total  amount  approved  ;f6,351 


The  two  applications  refused  were  for  conversion  schemes  which  the  Council  felt  did  not 
justify  assistance  from  public  funds. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960 
There  are  only  two  licensed  sites  in  the  district. 

The  total  number  of  caravans  is  thirteen. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  most  householders  are  taking  the  opportunity  to  connect  to  the  new 
West  Hill  sewer,  which  has  eliminated  the  complaints  of  pollution  and  nuisance  which  were  so  numerous  in  the 
past. 

The  Tipton  St.  John  Works  are  slightly  overloaded  and  the  problem  of  maintaining  a satisfactory 
effluent  will  increase  unless  improvements  are  made. 

The  overloaded  Town  Works  should  soon  be  relieved  of  the  excess,  which  is  to  be  diverted  to 
the  new  works  at  Fluxton.  Complaints  of  smells  are  still  received  from  persons  living  in  the  nearby  houses. 
These  complaints  arise  during  the  drying  and  movement  of  sludge,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  apply  liberally 
an  expensive  deodoriser  at  these  times. 

The  Council’s  consulting  engineers  are  working  on  the  final  details  for  the  North  Ward  scheme. 
This  is  the  only  substantially  populated  area  in  the  district  which  is  not  sewered,  and  in  my  opinion  this  should 
be  rectified  as  soon  as  possible. 

Factories  Act  1961 

The  following  tables  are  included  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Employment  to  indicate 
the  administration  of  the  Act  during  the  year: 
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(a)  Inspections  made  — 

Number  of  Number  o 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections  Notices 

Prosecutec 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

19 

26 

4 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  Out- 
workers’ premises) 

2 

2 

Totals 

21 

28 

4 



(b)  Defects  found  — 

Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose- 
cutions 

were  instituted 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

. 

. 

. 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  3 

2 

3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

detective  1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outworkers)  _ 

Totals  4 

2 

- 

4 

- 

(c;  Sections  133  and  134  — Outworkers 

There  were  no  Outworkers  listed  in  August  1971. 
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offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  premises  in  which  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  those  premises.  It  should  be  noted  that 
although  there  are  newly  registered  premises  each  year  the  total  number  actually  registered  does  not 
necessarily  showan  increase,  due  to  premises  being  deleted  from  the  register  for  different  reasons. 

The  one  reported  accident  during  the  year  was  at  a catering  establishment.  Cooking  oil  became 
overheated,  caught  fire,  and  resulted  in  burns  to  the  arms  of  one  of  the  employees.  Although  a fire  blanket 
was  provided  near  the  cooker  it  was  not  used  because  the  assistant  “did  not  think  it  would  work”. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

Number  of 

Number  of 
premises 

Total  number 

registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 

registered 

of  registered 

inspection 

during  the 

premises  at 

during  the 

Class  of  premises 

year 

end  of  year 

year 

Offices  

3 

13 

4 

Retail  shops  

6 

33 

13 

Wholesale  shops.  Warehouses 

- 

3 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public  

1 

7 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots  ••  .. 

__ 

__ 

__ 

10 

56 

20 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  at  end  of  year 

Number  of  persons 


Class  of  workplace  employed 

Offices  65 

Retail  shops  84 

Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses 9 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  31 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Total  189 

Total  Males  78 

Total  Females  111 

Water  Supply 
Public 


Boreholes  are  the  source  of  mains  water  in  the  area  which  is  supplied  by  the  East  Devon  Water 

Board. 

There  were  no  problems  associated  with  this  supply,  which  continued  to  be  satisfactory  both 
in  quantity  and  quality. 

The  water  has  a small  natural  fluoride  content,  but  fluoridation  has  not  been  introduced. 
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The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  has  kindly  provided  the  following  report 
on  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  water  during  the  year. 


Water  after 
Treatment 

Total  No. 
examined 

No.  showing 
coliforms 
in  100  ml. 

No.  showing 

E.  Coli  in 

100  ml. 

Percentage  of 
samples  free  from 
Coliforms  E.  Coli 

(a)  At  source 
of  supply 

122 

0 

0 

100% 

100% 

(b)  In  distribu- 
tion system 

28 

1 

0 

96.4% 

100% 

T otals 

150 

1 

0 

99.3% 

100% 

Private 

These  are  from  boreholes,  wells  and  springs,  and  no  reports  have  been  received  of  lack  of 
quantity  from  these  sources.  However,  problems  have  arisen  where  the  catchment  area  for  a number  of 
supplies  is  in  a different  ownership  from  the  properties  served.  The  catchment  area,  once  woodland  and 
scrub,  is  being  reclaimed  for  grazing  and  pig  rearing,  but  cannot  be  used  without  fear  of  polluting  the  water 
supplies.  The  risks  to  these  private  supplies,  associated  with  intestinal  animal  infections  communicable  to 
man,  are  of  some  concern,  and  require  constant  vigilance,  but  a local  authority  cannot  be  expected  to  cope 
with  the  maintenance  of  purity  of  all  private  supplies. 

The  ten  Council  dwellings  at  Alfington  are  still  served  by  a borehole  but  are  in  the  process  of 
being  connected  to  the  mains,  which  are  conveniently  accessible. 

A large  number  of  Council  dwellings,  although  connected  to  the  town  mains,  receive  a supply 
via  corrmunal  storage  tanks  in  the  roof  voids.  A scheme  is  being  prepared  to  rectify  this  unsatisfactory 
arrangement,  which  has  been  known  to  be  affected  by  various  forms  of  contamination. 


Number  of  dwellings  served  by  mains  water 2,143 

Estimated  population  5,590 

Number  of  dwellings  served  by  private  supplies 168 

Estimated  population  370 


P.  M.  D.  BILLINGTON 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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Report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  on  Sewage  Disposal  and  Refuse  Disposal 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  West  Hill  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  and  the  Ottery  Valley  scheme  are  nearing  completion. 
Phase  I of  the  West  Hill  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  operating  since  August  1971  and  connections  to 
the  public  sewer  are  in  the  course  of  being  made. 

Samples  of  final  effluent  have  been  taken  by  the  Devon  River  Authority  from  the  Ottery  St.  Mary 
Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  results  of  which  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Refuse 

Following  the  acquisition  of  a new  compression  type  refuse  vehicle,  a weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  district.  Disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  way  of  controlled  tipping 
and  has  continued  satisfactorily. 


D.  S.  BURTENSHAW, 
Surveyor 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 

Rateable  Value  ..  . 
Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied  . 


1,178  acres 
4,170 
£260,213 
£2,513 
79p 


Deaths 


1970  38  males,  49  females  87 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  22.00 

Comparability  factor  0.39 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8.6 

1971  40  males,  55  females  95 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  22.8 

Comparability  factor  0.39 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8.9 


Live  Births 


1970  20  males,  15  females  35 

3 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  ..  ..  35 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 8.8 

Comparability  factor  1.79 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  9.00 

1971  33  males,  19  females  52 

5 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  ..  ..  52 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 12.5 

Comparability  factor  1.79 

Local  adjusted  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  22.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  10.00 


Still  Births 


1970  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate) 1 

Total  live  and  still  births  36 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 28.00 

1971  0 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  52 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


1970  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births nil 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1970  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  0 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Maternal  deaths  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1970  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  28.00 

1971  0 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  nil 

Deaths 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  2 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  10 

Anaemias  1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  30 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  7 

Cerebrovascular  disease  20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  3 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 1 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system  1 

All  other  accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents) 1 

All  other  external  causes  

95 


62 


Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


Staff 

Mr.  P.  R.  Bradley  carried  out  the  duties  of  Public  Health  Inspector  in  a part-time  capacity  until 
August,  1971,  when  I took  over  those  duties  together  with  those  already  undertaken  as  Engineer  and 
Surveyor. 

Water  Supplies 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  provides  a report  which  gives  information  on 
bacteriological  analysis  of  samples  taken  throughout  the  year,  but  1 have  not  extracted  details  from  this 
report  as  it  is  comprehensive  in  itself.  Several  complaints  have  been  received  over  the  taste  of  residual 
chlorine  in  the  water  which  has  been  quite  strong  at  times,  and  this  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  No  samples  were  taken  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  scheme  which  embodied  the  treatment  of  all  foul  drainage  from  the  Urban  District  was 
commissioned  late  in  1970,  although  the  Harbour  Road  pumping  station  was  not  operating  satisfactorily 
until  April,  1971.  The  new  outfall  works  have  operated  well  and  samples  taken  by  the  River  Board  have 
given  good  results. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  refuse  from  the  Urban  area  is  transported  to  the  Sidmouth  Urban  District  Council’s  tip  at 
Knapp  Copse,  and  during  the  year  a second-hand  freighter  was  acquired  from  Exeter  City  Council  to 
augment  the  refuse  collection  - particularly  during  the  holiday  season. 

Caravans 

The  number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  District  is  as  follows: 

Number  of  Caravans 
Licensed 


Manor  Farm,  Harepath  Hill  9 

Thomas’s  Farm,  Harepath  Road 12 

Axe  Vale  Caravan  Site,  Colyford  Road  50 


Chalet  Parks 


There  are  three  chalet 
they  are  — 


parks  in  the  Urban  District  and  these  have  operated  satisfactorily: 


Number  of  Chalets 


Tower  Cafe,  Seaton  Down  Hill 32 

Hawkeshyde,  Seaton  Down  Hill 19 

Blue  Waters,  Harbour  Road  ( 12  brick 


( 293  wood 


No  complaints  have  been  received. 
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Holiday  Camp 


Meetings  have  taken  place  with  the  owner  of  the  Holiday  Camp  regarding  proposals  for  the  complete 
redevelopment  of  the  camp. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  — Rodent  Control 

Rodent  control  work  is  carried  out  by  one  of  the  Council’s  staff  and  the  usual  six-monthly  cycle  of 
sewer  baiting  was  done  with  only  one  section  requiring  further  attention,  the  remainder  of  the  system  had 
negative  results. 

In  addition  to  the  rodent  control  work  the  operator  dealt  with  all  complaints  concerning  insect  pests, 
bees,  wasps,  etc.,  as  well  as  a pigeon  trap  which  has  to  be  attended  to  daily. 

Petroleum 

There  are  nine  petroleum  storage  premises  in  Seaton,  storing  a total  of  34,000  gallons  of  petroleum, 
and  one  petroleum  mixture  store  for  95  gallons. 

Explosives 

One  shop  has  been  registered  for  keeping  fireworks. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


Since  taking  over  the  duties  of  Public  Health  Inspector  little  work  has  been  done  in  this  direction, 
but  the  number  of  premises  in  the  register  is  as  follows  — 

Number  of  premises  Total  number  of 

newly  registered  registered  premises 

Class  of  premises  during  the  year  at  the  end  of  year 


Offices  1 

Retail  Shops  2 


Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  

Fuel  storage  depots ^ 

3 


28 

62 

19 

3 

112 


No  accidents  have  been  reported. 


Factories  Act  1961 


Premises 


Factories  in  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used 

Factories  where  power  is  used  

Other  premises  (including  building  sites)  


Sections  133  and  134  — Outworkers 

There  were  none  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Number  on 
Register 

2 

20 

_3 

25 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 


No  catering  establishments  were  inspected  as  a result  of  complaints  received  and  the  majority  of 
premises  in  the  District  maintained  a satisfactory  standard.  Premises  subject  to  the  above  Regulations  are 
as  follows  — 


Fitted  to 

comply 

with 

Reg.  21 

Fitted  to 

comply 

with 

Type 

Reg.  18 

applies 

Reg.  21 

18  Restaurants  or  Cafes  

18 

18 

18 

35  Food  shops,  including  chemists’  and 
sweet  shops  

35 

30 

30 

5 Food  service  kiosks  

5 

5 

5 

5 Hotels  (including  5 hotel  bars) 

5 

5 

5 

1 Large  Holiday  Camp  (Licensed  bar)  ..  .. 

1 

1 

1 

3 Public  Houses  

3 

3 

3 

4 Club  Bars 

4 

4 

4 

1 Motel  (with  residential  licence)  

1 

1 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 


Three  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  decomposed  meat  and  tinned  vegetables  which 
were  voluntarily  surrendered. 


Food  Complaints 


Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  presence  of  foreign  matter  in  tins  and  cartons,  and 
these  were  dealt  with  informally. 


Milk 


The  sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Department.  No  complaints 
have  been  received. 


Housing 


Improvement  Grants 

No  improvement  grants  or  qualification  certificates  were  approved  during  the  year. 


Council  Housing 


The  Council  are  having  a scheme  prepared  converting  12  houses  into  22  old  persons’  flats  with 
one  warden’s  house,  at  Council  Cottages,  Harepath  Road. 


Statutory  Nuisances 

Very  few  complaints  were  received  and  these  were  dealt  with  on  an  informal  basis. 
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Public  Conveniences 


Complete  renovation  of  the  Esplanade  lavatories  at  the  Moridunum  was  begun  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  the  cost  will  be  approximately  ^6,000.  Plans  are  being  prepared  for  new  lavatories  at  the  Harbour  Road 
Car  Park  and  Seaton  Hole  Gardens.  The  total  cost  of  new  lavatories  and  renovating  existing  ones  will  amount 
to  /;i  8,000. 


J.  F.  ALLISON,  A.I.P.H.E.,  M.R.S.H. 
Engineer,  Surveyor  and 
Public  Health  Inspector 
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